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The chinese crude drug “Weilingxian™ has been used mainly as diuretic and antirheumatic
remedies.

There are various kinds of ““Weilingxian™ in the present markets, the botanical origins of the
crude drugs are complicated. The first herbological description on ‘“Weilingxian” appeared
in “*Kai Bao Ben Cao” (B iz A7) written in the Song (%i:) dynasty of China. The complica-
tion in the botanical origin of “Weilingxian™ is supposed to exist from old time. Though it has
been regarded that the first botanical origin of “Weilingxian™ was Veronicastrum sibiricum (L.)
PenNELL of Scrophulariaceae, it remained unexplained. Through our herbological study, it
was estimated that the first botanical origin of “*Weilingxian’’ had might be the Clemaris plant
of Ranunculaceae, especially the species in Sect. Tessen of the genus.
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Fig. 3. Diagram Xllustrating Transverse Sections of the Stems.

A Veronicastrum sibiricum (1, middle part; 2, upper part).
B: Clematis patens
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