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Crude drugs are natural products which over the years of human experience have come
to be regarded as medicine. Of course, if one does not understand their history, one cannot
understand their significance as medicine. Since crude drugs exist because of the experi-
ence of human beings, the sciences of pharmacopoeia and natural products are inherently
different. In the study of crude drugs it is therefore important to consider their history as
well.

Since the middle of the 20th century, there have been a series of archaeological dis-
coveries in China and Japan relating to traditional pharmacopoeia. These discoveries are
important historical data, which provide reliable information about the origins of the
pharmacopoeia. Regrettably however, this new knowledge, brought to light by these
recent discoveries, is not reflected in the “Commentary of the Japanese Pharmacopoeia”.

This paper contains new knowledge about the 100 kinds of crude drugs listed in the
“Japanese Pharmacopoeia Fifteenth Edition”.
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