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               On 
"The

 American Bureau oi Shipping."

             By  J. Martin, Esq., Engineer  Surveyor of  the  Japsnese

                    )larine Corporation aud  of the Americall

                              Bureau  ol Shipping.

       [Reaa ftt tUe Meeting  [',f the  Society of  N:`val Architeets off J:ip"n, iu Autamu  oE  I922,]

ISIr･ Chairman and  Gentlemen･

    It is my  1iigh privilege to be perrnitted to come  before you, members  of  tlxis soeiety,

to tell to you  of  tlie bistory, worlc,  aiins  and  ideals oE  the Ameriean  Bureau  oS  Shippillg,

AmerieaJs Classifieution Society, tbe orsvanizatiou  tliat 1ims sellt  me  to reprcsent  it temporarily

upon  the stnff  of  Japan's Classificntiou S"eiotJ', [I]hc Imperial Japanese Marine Corporation.

               Classification o £ Vessels of  National r.mportance.

    C!assification of  merchallt  vessels  is iudispensable to maritime  prosperity and  is thus

a  mtLttt}r  of  ntiLtioual  importance. A  certificate of classification  issued by  a  registratioll

soeiet･y is a  guaralltee that tlie vessel  so  elassed  is properly constructecl,  equipped  and

ens,ined.  Such  a  certificate  aqsuves  tlte insurance underwriter  and  the owner  as  well  that

the seaworthiness  of  tlie vessel  is inaeninble and  that ibs construction,  equipment  aud

pDwer eharacteristies  are  in aecordauce  with  the  requiremeuts  of  the classificatioll  society.

Theyefore the risk  peculiiir to all inferior construction,  eugiue  and  equipmellt  is eliminated

and  only  the haza[tds eommon  to se[t  tieryiee  remain  to be considered.  [I]lie result  therefore

of  building to the rules  and  sun'eJ'  of  a  classificatiou  soeiety,  in so  fur as  proyiding for

aud  obtainin.cr  ft proper coiistrRet･ion,  equiprnent  and{  eigille  goes, is' the assurance  tlmt the

lives of  those who  trayel bs sea  iu ye'sse!s  properly eertifietl,  alla  the vessels  themselves

witli  tlieiv eargoes,  are  to tli}.Lt extellt  safe  guardea  and  thus  bocome  natioual  atssets.

                           Purpose of  Classification.

    [I]he ttrowed  purpose  of  a･11 s,oeieties  for tlie regiti'tration  of  yessels  is tf, elnss  t]tem in
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 with  their degrees of strcngth  4lld seaworthilless,  with  proper regavd,  on  the

one  hand fer the safety  of  life and  pro.perty, aud  on  the other  to obtain  the  neeessary

strength  alld  sea  goin.rr qualities witliout  impairiRg the eaming  power  of  the ves'sels

by requlring  them  to carry  around  for their lifetimes, unneceb'sary  weights  of  strueture

that reduee  the eargo  .carrying capaeities.  A  moral  obligation  rests  upon  tlie elassification

society,  as  the owner's  representabive,  to pxeyent the ineorporation of unnecessary  weights

in a  vessel,  there-by assuring  a  yessel  of  the mtiNirnum  eauruing  capucity,  eombined  with

satisfaetory  strength.  Before  elassifieation  soeicties  established  Tules  for the design and

dimeusions of  hull, eqaipment  and  engine,  vessels  were  built from experience  gainea by a

lon.a. series  of  observations  of  yessels  built from prototypes, with  features' ehavaeteristieally

bad eliminated.

                  Metal ConstructiOn Simplifies Classification

    Up  to the last century  all  ves'sels'  hulls were  of  wood  t'md  the motive  media  sails.

With  the advent  of  metal  hulls and  steam  p]ropulsion, ship  designers were  able  to re.rrard

the hull as  a  gircler, thus approximating  the stresses  brought upon  the floating vessel,  and

desigri the motiye  power  more  nearly  to accord  with  the xesistanice  to be overeome.  To

amrange  .scantlings to meet  such  stresses  and  engines  of  adequate  1iorsepower becamo

the stuay  oE  naval  architects  and  marine  engineers,  the general  principles involved beiug

well  lmown  and  carefully  considered  in any  staudara  arrangement  of  scantlings  and  engines.

Resulting from such  inyestigations, combined  with  long sea  experience,  t]ables and  rules

have been  prepared by  the classification  soeieties  which  insure tl]at vessels  built in

accordane  there-with wil1  have the required  strength  to successfully  meet  the varying

conditions  of  oceall  traMe.

                                   Mstory.

    On  April 22, IS62, sixty  years ago,  the legislature of  the state  of  New  York

ineorporated the American Shipmaster's Assoeiation, the incorporators being well  knoTvn

in shipping  ana  marine  Insurance fields.

    The  purpeses  of  the agsoeiation  were  those of  collocating  and  dis.seminatin.a marine

and  commerei:'tlly  interestin.u illformation, of  encouraging  alld  advanciug  well  qualified
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commntndt)rs  aud  oficers  oE  merchaut･  yess;),ls, oE･ ascertaiuing  audc:rtifyiug  the qut,.lificnttions

of  such  persons  as  shall  apply  to be r)commeuded  a:i commanders  or  oraeers,  aud  oE･

promoti'ug tbe secu!rity of  life and  property  on  the set,Ls. tVliis la'st nttmod  purposD obviously

carried  witlL  it tlie prt.iparation a'nd  adoption  of  rules  for eoustruetion  andi  survey  whieli,

when  complied  with  iu the eoustruction  of  a  yessel,  eirkitled  it to class'ifieatioll  in the

assoeiation.  The  assoeiation  contiuued  to funetion under  the title of 
"The

 Americau

Shipma･ster's Association'' until  the first of  Noyember, IS9S, "'hen  by  order  of  tl}e

supreme  court  of  tlie sttkte  oE  New  

'York,
 the associat･ion  was  autl",orized  to assum･j  the

corporatte  uame  of  
`'
 The  Americall Bureau of  Shipping."

    Tbe  affLtirs  of･ the Bureau are  admillistered  by  a  committee,  representing  various

Americall Shippin.cr interests tma  although  the Bureau is iucorporated, it has llo  capital

stock  and  paJs no  diyidends.

    During the period that liad e!apsed  from  its ori.ainal  kicorp,:rntion as  the  Ameriean

Shipm})ster's Assoeiation and  its contiuuanee  as  The  Ameriean  Bureau of  Shipping, t!ie

work  of  classification  had  been ehiefiy  confined  to Americamu built eoastwise  vessels.  At

one  timo  the shipping  interests oE  the United States under  goyernment  aid,  in the

shape  oE  wise  legi'slation and  encouragemellt,  had assumed  large proportions, but  upon  the

withdrawal  of  such  aid,  and  as  a  rosult  oE  treaties fuvourable to foreign sliipping,  these

intierests gradually decliuea. This  decline resultea  in but a  small  number  of  merehaut

vessels  built in Amerioa ancl  this combined  with  tlie lack of  vision  on  the part o £ the

Buveau in not  making  a!1innces  outEide  of  its eountry,  eaused  its power  and  influence to

parallel the doxsrnwara trend oE  Amerieaza shipping.  In tlre meantbirne  foreign classificatiou

soeieties,  from large tvnd  extensive  experienee,  liad so  built up  their staff9  of  advisers  alul

surveyoms,  had so  reyised  tlLeir rules  and  broadened their activities  in all  phases relating.

to bu!'lding, iusuring alld  siilvagiug  Tessels,  that the Amorican  Shipowners fouud their

interests best servea  b>r tbe. bullding under  foreign elassifieation  nies,. This  tendene.v

became  so  pronounced that, prior to the Shippi'ng Board  assuming  control  of  the building

facilities of  Ameriea, 96 per cellt.  o £･ the seagoiug  yessels  o.C the United States was  butlt

uticler  the rules  of  foreigll classification  societies.  Therefore, in 1915, tlie American  Bureau

fouiid it esseutial  to re-organize  aud  to cousider  the aclyisability  of  formillg eonnections
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 foreigu registration  societies  ill order.  to enlarge  its eperations  aud  usefullless.

                        Decline of American  Shipping,

    Before proceeding with  the  history oE  the B:･ireau it may  be well  to rei'iew  thc causes

of  decline of  ATnerican Shipping. Foremost  was'  the rcvithdrawal  of  the discriminatoTy

duties enEareed  by the government  in favour ol American vessels.  [(]his legislation had

been so  instrumental in building up  the tlLmeriean  rnarine  tl]at at  one  ptuiod Americall

vess'els  carried  by  far the 1ntr.oe part of  the world's  cornmeree.  Another  cause  was  that

the Ameriean  merchant-  marine  was  entering  and  had  entered  into eommercial  treaties

which  plaeed AmerieEm Shipping at  a  deckled disadvantar.e with  tl;e caxtiers  of  otlier

uations.  The  immediate result  of  the latter cause  was  that Iittle iiiterest was  takell  by

the goyemment  in furthering the interests eE  the shipping  of  the UMited States from be£ore

the  civil  war  until  the beginnin.u of  the world's  war,  the only  aid  extencted  beinsr in the

shape  of  rnail  earrying  sttbsidiLis.. A  further cause  was  that n'.-.ieessEtry･ intern}il developments

Eibsorbedi  the financial energies  oE  the eoullLry.

                           The  Bureau Re-organized.

    Duriiig. tl]o socond  Jethr oE  the world's  wtbr  shiphuildiing  in the Uiiitea Statv.s beenme

mnch  more  ac'tive,  and  the AmL).ricall Bureau of  Shipping, called  a  meetinsy  for the  purpose

 o £ eonsidering  thc re-or,ff,anization  of  the Bureau, for elllargin.cr  i'ts u::'efalness  by  establishing

 faithfu1 aud  acearate  elas'sifieatiou  aud  register  oE  rnerehant  sliipp'/ug and  to aid  in developillg

 the mLA,rchant  marine  of  the United  States ot  Nmerica. [I]o tliis elld a  comrnittee  of  re-

 or.eauiza･tion  was  appointed  and  a  number  of  meetill.os  were  1ield iu tl]e Iatter part of  1915

 ftmad tlie enrly  part ol  1916. At  these meetings  yarious  mtuitime  matters  were  diseussed,

 includiug tho  rencwal  oE  ne..rr-,otii}tions contemplattiug  an  amntlgams-tion  oS  bhe Bureau  with

 Iloyd's  ReLxist･er oE  SIiippin,.., as  well  as  one  with  the Great Ilak'es Ilegister; ultimately

 it was  determined not  to make  the eontemplated  arramgement  with  Llos:d's but to purehase

 the Great Latkes IlegistLir froin its owners  and  incorporate it ivith  tlie Bureau as  the Great

 Lakes  Department  aiud  
'to

 eontinue  the Amerteau  Buri'au oE  Shipping as  a  vital  foree in

 Ameriean Shi7;)piug, it baill.v the juagement of  the committee  that sueh  course  wottld  be
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for the best interests of  Ameirican shipowpers,  bnilders and  uuderwritons,  alld  from the fact

tihat people in the  United States began  to have  a  belated sense  of  national  pride in the

athirs  of  their rnexchant  marine  which  called  for the classifieation  of  American vessels  by

an  Americam  society  and  to desire insurance of  American  vesseis  and  cargo,  by  Americans

for the benefit of  America.

                  The Government Authorizes Classifieation

    Advances  in eonneetion  with  American  shipping  deyeloped very  rapidly  from that date

on,  and  eongressional  aetion,  taken  in connection  with  vessels  owned  by the United States,

made  it absolutely  necessary  that there should  be au  American  Bureau of  Shipping clas-

sifieatioll  recognized  }is  the au'thority  for tl]e proper elf.ts'sificatiou of  its vessels.  It is obvious

that llo forei.crn classification  soeigty,  or  an  American committL,e  oE  a  forei.crn classification

soeiety,  could  be aecepted  as  an  authority  uncter  whi'clL  tlLe interest of  the  Amerieun

government could  be properly sers-ed.  The  Bnreau  was  convineed  that the rules  adopted
'by

 the British Corporation for the Survey ana  Regi'stry of  Shipping were  the most  scientific

of  the rules  in foree for the eonstruction  o £ steel  vessL'Is,  and  after  conEererice  ivith  said

corporation  an  t"blliance  was  made  whereby  the British Corporation represellts  the Bureau

in the Vnited Kingdom, and  the Bureau represeuts  tl}e British Corporatiou  in the Ullited

States, on  tern]s and  }vith rules  mutiully  satisfactory.  [I]he salient  featui:es of  sLich  rules

were  well  kuown  to  the  f･ramevs oir the Nerchant  Mariue Aet, whieh  havillg been signed

by the President of  the United States, is now  a  Iaw. Tliis aet  proyides for the elassification

of  yessels,  other  tliau rnilitary,  owned  by the Uuited States, aAd  for s"ch  other  purposes
- -
in

 
conllection

 thexewith  as  are  the proper ftmetious of  a  elassifieation  bureau. The  act

directs tbat all  departments,  boards, buieatts and  eommissiolls  of  the  Governmeut recognize

the Ameriean Buxeau of  Shippiug as  their agency,  as  loiig as  that Bureau  contillues  to

be maintained  as  an  orgatiizatiou  which  has llo capital  stock  aud  pays  llo divideuds. The

recognition  by Coll.a.ress of  the Ameriean  Bureau of  Shippiug as  the Americau authoriby

plaees it at  onee  in an  oMeial  position for the elassifieation  of  goyeniinent  ressels  and

indaces
 further classifieatiou  for privfttely owned  vessels,  and  establishes  it as  a  body eapable

of  advising  on  e3selltial  killdred subjeets;  to this end,  matters  such  as  the determination
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of  load line and  freeboard were  referrL]d  by the government to the Bnreau  for adviee  and

cooperation  in considering  legislation for a  governmeut load liue for Ameriean  yessels.  It
                     '
has thus become neeessary  for the Bureau to come  at  ollce  into the field so  largely

cecupied  by foreign classificaJtion  societies,  fully equipped  to assume  the  
'!eqnirements

and  duties of  aii Americam  classificattion  society.

                        Foreign Classifieation Societies･

    It must  be recognized  that the Bureau had  to colltelld  with  foreigta registration  soeieLLics,

some  over  a  eentury  and  fi half old,  wliose  growth  had been marked  by al]lliation with

insurance aud  salvaging  compauies  whieh  gave them  a  eommanding  position iu maritime
                           '

aff,tirs. It must  also  be reco.ollized  that but six  yeais has elap.sed  since  tlie American

Bureau  of Shipping began  to strengthen  its forces alld  affiliatiolls  a[nd  to make  faitliful

aud  aceueatL)  classificatiou  of  vessels  amd  registry  of  mereharit  ships,  eontributory  to  the

development of  the mercantile  marine  of  the United States of  Ameriea.

                              Record and  Rules.

    The  Reeord as  new  compiled  is a  eompeudium  of  the geueral characteristies  of  the

yessels  admitted,  in which  are  giyeu the vessel's  name  and  ofieial  number,  t･he sigllal

letters ; the material  of  which  the vessel  is coristructed,  the llumber  of  bulkheads and  deeks

whether  vessel  is built with double bottom or  not  ; whether  fitted with  wireless outfit  and

submarine  signal  appa[ratus  ; tlie hailing port; the registered  dimensions; the gross and

uet  toimage;  when  built and  by wliom;  the owners,;  the particulars o £ engi  es, boilers

and  propellers alld  tlie elass  of  the vessel  are  given;  so  that by  reEerring  to the  neecrd

the genera! information  concernillg  ally vessel  is at once  obtaillable.

    The  ilules coutain  requircments  for hull, engives  and  equipment,  also  tables colltaining

scantling  dimellsions for vessels  of  typical lengths, breadths  aind  depths.

                       Alliances with  Eoreign Soeieties

    I'ollowiug the alliance  with  the British Corporatioll, one  of  the same  nature  "ras made

svith  botli the Imperial Japanese Marine Corporation and  with  the Iltegistro Italiano. It
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  .will

 thus  bvi seen  that workiug  arravgemoutn'  htvve beell mttd.e  by the Am"riean  Bureau
                                    .

of  Shipping witli  the Impttirial [Tapanes2 ISI[u:ino Corporation, the British Corporation and

the Regi tro ItaliEuio, b)  ̀ w]}iuh  each  soeiety  represents  the otL}er  iu its hcme  countrF.

With  the Imperial C.]rperatioli, Mr. Fred. F. Perris, long  with  the British Corpt:ration,

served  as  techuieal' adyiser  np  to the present year, aud  now,  the writer,  has thehonour

of  serving  as suryeyor  wit"n  the corporation.  [I]he head oMces  of  the Imperial Corport}tioil

are  in Tokyo,  witli  brancli oMees  at  Yokohama,  Kobe,  Na.ffnsaki aud  OsalL'a, at  the preseut

time  it can  be said  thut all  these  allianees  have  beell yer,F  sati3.'Sactory.

                          Surveyors ?laced Abroad,
                                                                        '

    I)urill.cr the past years ofices  anG  exelusive  surve:v'ors  1iave bee]i placea in H:.iml')xy.".,

AntTverp, Havre,  Bres''t, Bordeaux, Rio  de. Ja}.ieiro, Buenes Aires, Valparaisn and  Sltanght,Li

alla  additiollal  il¢ ll-exelusive  sni:ve}'ors  iu Spuin, Pertugal aud  all  imp:rtallt )lecliter-

raneau  ports', inc!uding Coustantinople-i.

                           Inerease of  the Bureau.

    {I]he serviee  furnished by  the Bureau  has  growli in importanc) dmrillg tl.Te pasti $ix

years and  has proved worthy  of  tlie confide)ce  of t,he goverllment, aiid  o £ shipgwllers,  as

well  as  underwriters.  In 1916 there were  3) oMces  vvith  S exclusk'e  surye]'ors,  at  preseitt

there are  25 oMees  ivith  138 exclusive  surveyors,  from wliich  it may  be in.Ferved that the

Buieau is workillg  in full harmolly  witli the ship  builde]s, and  its' rapidly  gaining  the

contldellee  of  shipowners,  builders aud  ullderwriters.

                            Outlook and  Forecast.

    0ue  of  tlie most  iinpDTtallt features of  th elassification  society  is that its surveyors  shall

be mell  in "'hom  tlie sliipowner,  the sliipbuilder  and  uuderwritcr  lLave confideuee  as  to

their experienee,  judgmeut aud  technical knowledge. From  tho inerease of  tlie Bureau, it

is apparent  that the Bureau, by the proeess or' seleetion  alld eliminatioll,  is aequiring  a

staff  with  the desired qualifieations. The  techuieal eommittee  of  the Bureau  is lieaded by

llo less an  authority  on  hull collstruofiou  than  Admiral D. W.  [I]aylor, U. S. Navy, than

whom  no  expert  speaks  with  greater weight  on  matters  of  collstruction  aud  destgn. [I]ILere
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 much  to be aceomplished  by the Bureau  in strengthening  its forees and  rnaking  aMliations
                                       .

for appraisals  of  da･mages  and  salvaging,  but the reeord  of  the last six years argues  well

that these matters  wi11 be fully aind  ably  dealt with. The  American  Bureau  of  Shipping

has awakened  to its opportunities  aud  is strengthening  its forces and  eularging  its bbrders

to meet  the revival  of  interest in the merchant  marine  of  the  Ullited States'.

    There can  be no  doubt that it 
'is

 the patriotic duty of  American  Shipowners, underwriters

g,nd builders to aid  and  eucourage  the Bnreau in its efforts to builCl up  an  or.crauization

whieh,  with  its afiiliations,  shall  be secoud  to none  in the world  in the service  rendered

in classing,  surveying,  appraising,  unaerwriting  aud  salvagi  g vessels  owned  by the shipping

interests of  Ameriea,. ll we  are  to have  a  prosperous  growing  merchant  me.rine,  we  must

also have an  American  ClassificaXion society,  capthble  of  reudering  aid  oi  the best class  to

eyery  phase of  the Shippiug industry.

                                   After Word

    All classification  societies,  however diflbrent their origiiis  aud  how  widely  separated

their home  oMces,  must  function siinilarly  and  should  maiiitain  like organizations,  any

differences being  due to loeal national  and  commercial  conditions,  but  the Imperial  Japanese
        .

Mtimine Organization and  the Ameriean  Bureau of  Shipping  have more  than  most  in common.

Both organizations  were  bot [L many  years ago  but laid more  or  less quieseent ai"ter  ineorpora-

tion. [Illie American Bureau, because  its eountry  America  lacked  seagoing  merehant  vessels,

and  th?･ Imperia1 Corporation because the  Imperial Govermnent of･ Japan  classes  sbips  and
                                                    '

functions as  a  classfication  soeiety.  America  at  one  time  per£o]:med  similar  service  for her

merchant  shipping,  having  the inspectors of  her Steam-Boati  Inspeetion  Seirvice, Department

of  Commerce  survey  vessels  during  constrLiction,  periodieally and  wl'ien  damagecl, but finding

this involyed a  large and  unwieldy  number  of  inspectors, great expense,  and  even  then

failed to win  the approval  and  support  of  the shipping  and  marine  underwriting  interests,

ab,mdoned  by fa[t the greater part of  its merehant  vessel  i'nspection  to the American Bureau

as  shown  by the ineorporatien in her (America's) 
"Rules

 and  Regulations "  for Ocean

and  coahtwise  yessels.  Steam  Bo&t Iuspection Service, Departmcnt  of  Cemmerce,  of

paragraph  9, Rules VI, which  reads.
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"
 In the inspection cf  hulls, boilers, 

.and
 machinery  of  yessels,  the mdes  premulgated

by the American  Bureau  of  shipping  respecting  materiEtl  and  construction  of  hulls, boilers,

and  maehinery,  and  tbe certificate  of  cla$sification  referring  thereto, except  where  othervvise

provided for by these rules  and  regulations,  shall  be aceepted  as  stamdard  by the inspectors

of  this service."  (Secs, 4405, M17,  R. S.)

    Cl)I'ms the United States government  has giyen  the  A.meriean Bureau of  ShippiDg

authority  not  only  to suryey  and  clags  its oNvn  vessels,  (Merchant Marine  Aet.) but also

retaiued  the Bureau to sun'ey  and  class, in lieu of  herself, all  yessels  under  the America･n

flag (pa. 9, Rule. VI, quoted above).

    ll the  United States has fouud it expedient  to emp!oy  for the survey  and  classification

of  yessels  under  her flag, an  drgthnization controllea  by her mereantile  marine  interests,

thell it occurs  to the wiiter  a[nd  he respectfully  ofers  the same  for the consideration  of  the

Imperial Government, if the latter may  not  find it expedient  and  profitable to retain

Japan's Classification Society to survey  and  elass  Japan's Merehant  fleet.

                                 Discussion.
                '

    Dr. Imaoka, Member  :･-Mr.'  Clia･irman alld  Gentlemen:  It is much  to be regretted

that Dr. Terano who  had intended to diseuss the paper read  by  Mr. John  Martin, is

uxtable  to be present here to-day owing  to illness.

    instead of  Dr. Terano's proposed  discussion, therefore,  I will  take  this occasion  to

say  a  few words,  as  what  Mr. Martin lms just read  had roforence  to classificatioll  work

in which  1 myself  have  a  eoneern.

    However, it seems  to be unnecessary  to an  audience  such  as  tl'iis to expatiate  on  the

importanee o'f classifieation  work  to eyery  maritime  nation,  £or  nll  principal maritime  nations

in Europe anct  America have their na･bional  classfication  societies,  among  which  are  the

Lloyd's Legis'Ler of  Shipping alld the British Corporation Registry, both of  which  haye

so  far advaneed  on  the road  to success,  without  any  government aid  but that of  being

given its reeognition,  
'and

 others  there are,  sueh  as  the  Gerrnaniseher Lloyd  aud  the Amer-･

ieftn Bureau of  Shipping which  have groym  to their presellt prosperity thrbugh the



The Society of Naval Architects of Japan

NII-Electronic Library Service

The  Society  ofNaval  Architects  of  Japan

1oo
   .cooperation

 of  botli the gos,eTllment and  the peopZe.                                    '

    In all  other  maritime  nations  bhe  authority  to make  s:irveyb'  on  s'ess'els  htLs been  given

to their respe-ictive  classifieation  societies,  while  here in Japan, although  a  national  elas-

sification  society  has been founded Tvith  a  staff of  eMciently  trained offcers  whicii  has been

given the privilege of  mttkivg  some  surreys  on  vesse13,  yet the  greater part of the clas-

sification  survey  is eonductu'a  by  the governmellt and  has llot  yet been  entrasted  to the

society,  the goverument  sti!1  Euiietioning as  such.  [I]liis eonstitutes  au  obstruction  detrimenta[L

to the growth  of e!assifiekLtioi] xvork,  aud  may  presurnably be due to the fact that on

aceount  of  the slzort time  el}ipsed  siuce  the  organization  was  placed iu "torking  order,

the  governLtnent has not  been brought  to the  belief that theirinterests are  amply

safeguarded  in t]ie hallds of tlffie el:Lssification society.

    As  matters  sttmd  t]ius, xvhiltt the  euergetlc  pursuib on  tho part of  those actually

coneemed  in the work  is most  needed,  it is earnestly  hoped  that both the goverllmellt

and  the peop!e wi11 take sueh  measures  as  will  lead the  classification  work  in Japan  to

develop as  it shoula,  so  ths to permit  the latter to be plaeed  on  an  equal  footing -'ith

that of  any  otber  maritirne  uation,  thereby  enablillg  its elnssifieation  societY  to beeome

fib to take  its proper place wi"bh  foreign societies.

    I quite agree  with  tlie speaker  in wishi]g  that the Japanese Governrneut may  find it ex-

pedient to retain  the Jatpauese elassificatien  society  to survey  and  class  Japan's Merchant  fleet.

    Fina11y, Imost  sineerely  hope that the time will  soon  come  whell  the werd  
"America"

in his present paper shr.1!  be replaeed  by  
"Japan,"

 so  far as  the governmeut  control

is coneerned.  
'

                                                             '

    1![r. Johm  Maarkin :-[  aeeply regret  that absence  from my  oMce  on  oracial  business

h3s prevented me  froin receivin.cr  and  auswering  before this late day your  Talued  favor

of  Dee. 2na, with  its enelo',"ed eopr･  oE  Dr. J. Imaoka's discussio) of  my  paper 
"The

Ameriean Bureau o £ S!iippiug," for rny  comment.

    Dr. Imaoka's discussiou do,ye!ops the hiteresting and  to Japan the eommercially

important fact, that the  governmeBt of  Japan, depnrting from the policies of  all  other

maritime  mations,  functions as  a  classifieatioll  society,  1argely to the exelusion  and

disadvantage of  the Imperial Japanese Marine Cor}?oration.
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    In Arneriea, it l;as been  fouud that tho. btartue urzderwriting  and  Sh{pping interests

require  the  service  oE  a  chassifuation  soeiety,  imrnedie.tely respollsive  to and  controlled  by

them,  f(rr the eeonomical  operation  and  dispatch oE  their far fiung busilless. In addition,

it has been found in A.rnerica that the cos+.s  of  classifieation  and  similar  survey,  when

performed by  the govemment,  were  pro]}ibitive, so  the  American  Government has almost

entirely  relinquished  all but a  nominal  s=pervision  over  its shipping,  into the hands of

its classfication  society.

    Enqniry among  the marine  insurance undervvriting  compttnies  in Japan  dise!osed that

government  classification  or  cerbdication  of  vessels,  is not  considerd  essential  when  diJ.euss-

inglproposed insuratnce rates  .with owners  or  operators  for vessels  or  cargoes;  but the

certificate  of  recognized  clftssifieation  society  has a  declaed infi[.Tence in ethcting  low

rates  of  insmance upon  progpective risks.

    I sineerely  echo  Dr. Imaoka's hope that before long the Imperial Government  will

haye entrusted  the  classification  survey  and  certification  of  its merchant  fleet to Japan's

classification  society  as  in that way  only  lays the hope  ofi attraeting  domestic as  well  as

foreigri wealth  to invest in the none  to attraetive  fields, even  under  the most  favorable

auspices,  of  marille  insuranee.

    I am  very  grateful for Dr. Imaoka's discus3ion of  my  paper whieh  has  deyeloped

these several  points of  importance to the Shipping interest in gapamu and  have to thank

yoa  for your prompt ,transmission  of  the same.


