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Breeding Habits of the Sperm-Whale in the Adjacent
Waters of Japan
(Résumé)
Yoshio MATSUURA
Bureau of Fishe‘ries, Departinent of Agriculture and Forestry, Tokyo, Japan

The present account on the sperm-whale is based on the statistics
received by the Bureau of Fisheries from various whaling companies in the
period extending from 1926 to 1935.

1) Pregnant females are mostly found in warm waters, and their
captures are carried on throughout the year in the north-eastern part of
the empire at the following main shore stations: Ayukawa (Miyagi Pre-
fecture), Kamaisi (Iwate Prefecture), and Akkesi (Hokkaido).

2) The body 'length of the pregnant females caught extends from 8.5m
to 124 m and on. an average they measure 10.3 m, while the adult males of
this species being nearly twice as long as the females.

3) Of the 243 sperm-whale fetuses 120 were males and 108 females,
(111 males per 100 females). Out of these fetuses only one case of twins
was met with:—1935 June; Mother 10.3m; male fetuses 24 and 1.8m
stranded at Ayukawa.

4). Inferring from the 243 recorded fetuses it may be stated that the
sperm-whale has a period of maximum frequency of supposed impregna-
tions and births in the season from May to August. The length of gestation
period suggested by these figures is at least twelve months. Newly born
calves usually measure 4.0—4.6 m and rarely 4.8 m.

5) According to the informations given bs the Nippon-Hogei Co. in
1935, of the 106 sexually mature females captured, 36 (about 34 %) were
found pregnant. Some fetuses undoubtedly escaped notice on account of
small size or carelessness on the part of the flenser. From the above figures,
therefore, it may safely be assumed that the sperm-whale females bring
forth their young every other year. ‘
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300 FLL L 408 T 2 Pherctima B3 IE Cooxerrr (1912) K U8 MicHAELSEN (1928, 1934)
DI D TTED ¢ i S bn7:,

{1) Subgen. Archipheretima MICHAELSEN (1928)
{2) Subgen. Planapherctima MIicHAELSEN (1934)
{3) Subgen. Polypheretinia MIcHAELSEN (1934)

(4) Sabgen. Pheretima MICHAELSEN (1928)

{5) Subgen. Metapheretima MICTAELSEN (1928)

{6) Subgen. Parapheretinze CoGNETTI (1912}
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