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Even in the revolutionized DNA sequencing era, culturing microbes is one of the most convincing ways to know their way
of living. In this symposium session, recent topics on novel microbial functions and phylogeny revealed by the combination
of culture-dependent and -independent approaches will be introduced. In particular, we bring together researchers
from different disciplines and highlight the importance of cultivation-based studies with a combination use of advanced
molecular techniques including next generation sequencing technology to better understand diversity and functions of the

unseen majority in the microbial ecosystems. We hope to unite the power of cultivation dependent approach in microbial
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ecology study, and to share its future direction.
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