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Political Thoughts in Laski’s Early Writings: In Reference to the Puritan Revolution

Shibata Junpei

In this paper, | attempt to consider the idea of pluralism of a British political scientist, Harold Laski (1893-
1950). In particular, | examine his early writings on the classical European democracy from the Reformation
to the Puritan Revolution as the developmental period of modern States. By examining the thoughts of political
reformation of Protestant sects such as Levellers, Diggers, and Huguenot, he advocated the pluralistic theory
for constructing welfare state centering on social groups or small communities. Though the process, he
formulated a distinctive viewpoint for understanding mutual relation and succession between liberal democracy
and social democracy. | clarify the significance of Laski's thoughts in the history of Western political thoughts

in these respects.
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