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ropsiyum cepaie: Mapgpunbka HblHye

sAcHelllee,  0OOJMBalOLIEe

npuger! [75]

What was it—through every-
thing terrible, nocturnal, unwieldy—
what was that thing? It had been
last to move aside, reluctantly
yielding to the huge, heavy wag-
ons of sleep, and now it was first to
hurry back --- so very pleasant —
swelling, growing more distinct,

Marthe is coming today !
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(e NBBIEIEAS | v F b o AFRFITF T, WEHDEGH L,
I Lo TENBERPBTRAY v BT, ARVSLY VY RALDY %
VHNE, ORI TTIORERYRIIT LA, AR VBRI
X 5B I DT Uics (44-45)

OB LK —HEOYEL, [REIL - Thoto] It EDEHNE

NI | -El ectronic Library Service



Japanese Association of Russian Schol ars

nicwgE [(vv oy by ARRER TR0 TN THE D)) &
WOBECHD LB TWBTLD, Wb Esr i & BEL Sl - T
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ERREIFALLT S LB N ERIEEANDE20RENLE L F &
Do TLTEDHERND L, FAANILGKECSBEELBLT, F1OD
BECTHOEME G SEEXYFEIE V<,

6 FETARDIE
FUTBEE ~DIBEE] OEIZNANT, EY 4 VN 2 AV PR LT\ 5,

=) v (FRa7—E) DG, EENARIEIIEEEELTHT,
o ET B Ttbhbh e PR LA & & ARSTHESCHEG O HEF )
BIAA TV B, 7o & 2 THEHE~NDOHE] Ok 51, 20X 5 BEHRn
OCAEAREE B2EMTH, FBEIThETUT S LR TE WL,
FTheEws0h, EOMEBE~NEBITTREEh, GBIORTRIE ol E
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Kept in Prison, Kept in Fiction
——A Study on V. Nabokov’s Invitation fo a Beheading——

Kazunao SUGIMOTO

Reading Nabokov’s Invitation to a Beheding (1937), we can find two fea-
tures which makes the novel seem different from the ordinary novels based on
the third person. The first feature is distinctive way of presenting a fiction to
the reader, while the second is bold devices of style. The interaction of these
two features brings a strange ending of the story. Let’s follow the process.

The protagonist, Cincinnatus, is a prisoner to be executed, whose crime
is unknown to the reader, or, rather, he hasn’t committed any crime at all.
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That means a prison and a prisoner are lying here just as a fictional setting,
and the details of the crime haven’t been created. In the same way, the setting
as to time and space of this story remains obscure enough for the reader to find
that beyond the stage of a prison there exists nothing concrete. Thus the pro-
tagonist is forced to stand in the simplest, minimum setting, which reminds us
the plays of Beckett. Such extreme fictiousness of this work is reinforced by
the element of play. The characters always appear with makeup, with wings
and padding, and so on.

And we notice the more interesting fact that Cincinnatus himself recogn-
izes such fictiousness or such element of play, as is illustrated in his words,
such as “I'll act to the end my role in your idiotic play”’. Like an actor, Cin-
cinnatus belongs to the fiction just partly or temporarily. In this respect the
fiction of this novel is presented on two levels, saying, on the level of the pro-
tagonist and on the level of the fictious stage. This is the first feature of
Invitation to a Beheading.

Half of Cincinnatus thus takes part in the “play”, while the other half is
absorbed in thinking and writing down his thoughts, so that Cincihnatus’s words,
in the form of the first person sentences, occupy a considerable part of the
text. Furthermore, Cincinnatus’s thinking and imagination creep in the third
person sentences of narration. In some cases, the narration describes the visions
which Cincinnatus’s imagination produces as if they were actually going on
on the fictional stage, for they are described in a deliberately “low-keyed”’, calm
tone, such as that in which one narrates customarily the commonplace. And
that prevents us from knowing imaginary visions from actual matters. These
stylistic devices, where the elements of fantasy and actuality are intentionally
mixed, turn out to be the second feature of this novel.

When Cincinnatus’s fantasy creeps in the narration this way, the order
and objectivity on the fictional stage may break down. We can see such break-
downs from time to time in the course of the novel, but they boldly appear
especially in the last chapter. While Cincinnatus daydreams on the way to the
beheading platform, the fictional stage is pulled down little by little, which
means, of course, narration describes Cincinnatus’s daydream as if it were real.
And finally, on the platform, Cincinnatus’s daydream completely controls nar-
ration, so that the whole fictional stage collapses into dust.

In this work Nabokov presents a fiction as a readily broken set like that
of a western film beyond which there is nothing but a wilderness, and after
that he pulls down this fiction with stylistic devices. So I dare say the real
story of Invitation to a Beheading is performed by style and bare fictiousness.
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