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With Solomon Volk
Leningrad, 19
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After work on this book had begun,
Shostakovich gave Volkov the score of his
Thirteenth Symphony (“Babi Yar™) with the
inscription: “To dear Solomon Moiseyevich
Volkov with my very best wishes, D.
Shostakovich. 3 V [972. Repino.”

At a rehearsal of the opera The
Nose, vevived in the Soviet Union
after a forty-four-year hiatus; an
exchange of opinions. From the
right: Shostakovich, conductor
of the production Gennady
Rozhdestvensky. Solomon
Volkov. The inscription reads:
“To Solomon Volkov as a
memento of The Nose—Gennady
Rozhdestvensky. 16 10 75."
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Future of Nostalgia, Basic Books, New York, 2001, p. 63.
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Mocksa, 1999, c. 13.
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2 - 2.5 yaca, He 60oJbile, OT 60J€e AUTEJLHOrO O6LLIeHUS
Hmutpuit  [IMHTpHEBMY  ycTaBad M TEpsl  MHTEpeC K
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Norio UMETSU

Writing Soviet Culture: Historicizing Memory and
Present Approaches to Shostakovich Studies

This paper treats the book called Testimony: The Memoirs of Dmitri Shostakovich and analyses the dispute
about the authenticity of this book. Testimony was published in English in 1979, four years after composer’s
death, in the United States, as a memoir of the composer, by Solomon Volkov. Relatives and close friends of
Shostakovich readily charged Volkov that his book was a fake, and that he was not a close friend of the
composer. From their point of view, Volkov’s act was an arrogation of their right to speak his private life, their
right to interprete his works.

In 1994 Issak Glikman, a close friend of Shostakovich, published letters of Shostakovich addressed to him
with detailed annotations. An american musicologist Richard Taruskin criticized Glikman. He wrote that
Glikman’s annotations are so detailed that they do not allow readers to have their own interpretation. Glikman
went so far as to say, “the memory of Shostakovich is sacred to me”. Glinkman’s annotations attempted to return
posesssion of the composer’s memories to their rightful owners and to recover the rights to interpret the life and

works of Shostakovich from less intimate acquaintances.

But Volkov and his followers try to emphasize the connections between Volkov and Shostakovich. In
Testimony, and in Volkov’s followers’ Shostakovich Reconsidered, there are many photographs of Volkov with
Shostakovich, and Volkov with friends of Shostakovich. Thus they use the same logic as Glikman to prove the

authenticity of his “testimony”.

Today, regardless of its doubtful authenticity, the impression of Testimony constitutes a part of our collective
memory about Shostakovich’s life and times. The myth of “the sacrificied composer” has a deep relationship with

this collective memory. But now we must ourselves dispel the myth of Testimony .
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