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k] 0= 75 70BACINEZOBHOERITIEYES, T LTRIEL
TR L RECE D ACEDERTH S, L LMMOE 5  2VEET 5 RIEL
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€T ML THROEFDO ISR B (p.28) M =2 T7RELTLDL
5% FEFIERED ¢S [Hhnhn] OFR (X0%x % BRI
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WK B O E N5, ABIEDOFAALENTES, Zhid
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¥ (1) Bruce A. Beatie & Phyllis W. Powell “Story and symbol: Notes towards
a structural analysis of Bulgakov’s THE MASTER AND MARGARITA?”,
Russian Literature, Triquartery, No. 15, pp. 219-252.

(2) cm. “HeuspanHui#i Byarakos: TexkcTsl U MaTepuadasl”, 04 pel. diaeHea
IMpoddep, CILIA Appuc, 1977, c. 211-213.

(3) “MM” pp. 38-39 BB I hiz\,

(4) M. ®. Jocroesckuii, [TonHoe coGpaHue couuHenuit, Tom 15, JI., Hayxa,
1976, c. 78.
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The meaning of Head-symbol in M. Buigakov’s
“The Master and Margarita”

Satoyo AKIMOTO

The aim of this paper is to analyze the symbolization of the heads in “The
Master and Margarita ”.

The heads in “The Master and Margarita” could be separated into three
categories: 1. cut-off heads, 2. sick heads, 3. The Adam’s Head. The cut-off
heads symbolize the immortality of man’s soul. The sick heads symbolize un-
quiet of man in this world. The Adam’s Head is the symbol of man’s sin and
punishment for it.

The most important figure of the first category is Berlioz’s head. It conti-
nues to live after being cut off. The story about Berlioz begins with the dis-
cussion of immortality. After Woland’s prediction, the tram deprives Berlioz of
his head. And his head is stolen during his burial. It is brought to the Satan’s
Ball, and then Woland proves the immortality of soul after bodily death. Ber-
lioz reminds us of the atheistic thinker to whom Ivan Karamazov’s nightmare
refers, and who didn’t believe in the existence of another world. By the way,
Pilate also continues to live with a guilty consience after he physically died.
The nightmare in Dostoevsky’s novel discourses on the connection between man’s
conscience and immortality. As for Pilate, he got intuition of immortality, which
was mixed with the idea that he shouldn’t condemn Yeshua (this idea is
symbolized by a swallow), but he ignored it. If he had known that his soul
shouldn’t stop to live forever, he would have freed, in defiance of Tiberius’ anger,
the philosofer who asserted any power to be oppression for people. He had
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rather been punished by Tiberius than been punished by his own conscience
endlessly. Bulgakov embodies the problem of immortality in Pilate, which is
repeated by Head symbol in the figure of Berlioz.

The second category is concerned with Pilate’s headache and the vision of
Tiberius’ head. Bulgakov considers a man’s head as the place on which all his
being is concentrated. It can be said, relating to both Pilate and the hero of
“ IbaBoausiga”, that man’s headache is connected with unquiet which is the at-
tribution of his life in this world. The head of Kolya in “The Red Crown” is
equivalent to Tiberius’ head on which sits a spiked golden crown, with a round
ulcer on its forehead. Both heads have crowns (kopoHa), and they are associa-
ted with the sun. According to Bulgakov’s conception, sunray (s1yu4) is unquiet,
on the other hand moonlight is quiet. The heads which are related with the
sun make heroes unquiet. To the contrary, the moonlight which is the attribute
of Yeshua gives Pilate quiet. He couldn’t help condemning Yeshua when he saw
the vision of Tiberius’ head. Pilate’s own sick head symbolizes unquiet in his
soul, and Tiberius’ sick head symbolizes the power which gives Pilate unquiet
from outside.

The Adam’s Head is concerned with Golgotha which is called Bald Mountain.
This name reminds us the mountain in Kiev, where the witches’ Sabbath takes
place. Berlioz’s Head is related with the Adam’s Head on which, according to
the Legend of the Cross, Christ’s blood was poured at the time of the Crucifi-
xion (and Adam was released from his sin).

The Head-symbol represents the author’s view that man’s life in this world
consists in ceaseless change; man is filled with constant inquietude, and peace
exists only in the light of God.
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