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Analisys of land use changes in Awaji-cho, Hyogo prefecture by GIS
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The purpose of this study is to examine land use changes in Awaji-cho, Hyogo prefecture in order to understand the

relationship between regional land use characteristics and nature environment. We analyzed land use changes from 1923

to 1997 in Awaji-cho using geographic information system (GIS).

Land use types were classified into woodland, wet field,

dry field, orchard, barren, abandoned, water and urban areas. Results show: 1) the area of orchard fluctuated in a short

period of time, 2) areas of abandoned land and urban area increased rapidly, 3) areas of woodland and wet field decreased.
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