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Influence of vegetation changes in abandoned paddy fields on their restoration measures in mountainous regions
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Summary: We surveyed vegetation changes in abandoned paddy fields in mountainous regions of central Japan, to examine both

qualitative and quantitative indices to an assessment of appropriate restoration measures. The surveyed samples were classified into

two types, Miscanthus sinensis type at dry sites and Phragmites australis type at wet sites. Individual sizes and aboveground

phytomass of dominant species increased abruptly after abandonment in about ten years. Litter accumulation and belowground

phytomass also increased with fallow duration. Based on the results, we discussed the relation between succession and restoration

works, and proposed species groups and size values of dominant species to indicate restoration measures.
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