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The “East Asian Mediterranean Economic Sphere” and

the Issues of Inter-regional Cooperation

OGAWA Yuhei

(Seinan Gakuin University)

The auther calls the unification of the local economic sphere of the Yellow Sea-rim, Sea of
Japan-rim and Tropic of Cancer the “East Asian Mediterranean Economic Sphere”, because
of the similarity of latitude and size, and the close resemblance of form, between the area
containing the Yellow Sea, the Sea of Japan and the East China Sea, and the Mediterranean
Sea in Europe.

Why the local economic sphere of the Yellow Sea-rim and Sea of Japan-rim should be
unified? Because we must protect these two seas together against pollution due to their
close connection.

The issues of cooperation in the East Asian Mediterranean Economic Sphere are as
follows. @ Given the present situation of antagonism between North Korea and South
Korea , and no diplomatic relations between Japan and North Korea, it would be impossible
to expect a pollution prevention treaty on the government level. @ It is not likely to
establish corresponding relation between countries in respect that the different department

operating the development project in each country.
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