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Transition of North-South Relationship
and its control by law in the Republic of Korea

MIMURA Mitsuhiro (Economic Research Institute for Northeast Asia [ERINA])

Since the summit talk in June 2000, the
interaction between governments of both
Koreas has dramatically activated. Commercial
relations mainly processing deal trade have also
sprouted. Promotion of North-South interaction
now became a basic policy of the Republic of
Korea (hereafter referred as the ROK).

While the situation changed dramatically,
the control of the relations by law in the ROK
has not changed as the situation did. There still
exists “National Security Law”, which was once
“Anti-Communism Law.” The laws on North-
South interaction do not have clauses on

exertion of power by the government.

Last few years, there were several bills
presented to ease the regulation on contact with
citizens of the Democratic Peoplels Republic of
Korea (hereafter referred as the DPRK),
organizations, etc. There was also a bill to
establish legal status of the DPRK and North-
South interactions. They were all rejected due
to the end of tenure of the National Diet.
However, in the society in the ROK, the need to
establish a law to control the governmentls
action or to ease the contact/encounter with the
citizen of the DPRK especially for business

reasons has been gradually infiltrated.
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