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Plotting the Space of Japan and Okinawa: The Impact of Japanese
Intellectual Thought on the Anti-Reversion Debate in Okinawa

KOMATSU Hiroshi ( Research Associate, Faculty of Social Sciences, Waseda University)

The aim of this essay is to consider the
impact of Japanese intellectual thought on the
“anti-reversion debate” in Okinawa. The anti-
reversion debate not only opposed the reversion
of Okinawa to Japan, but also rejected the idea
of Okinawan independence. This is because the
anti-reversion debate was an ideological endeav-
or that refused a state model based on national
identity.

The essay proceeds by analyzing two
strains of thought considered to have exerted
substantial influence on the anti-reversion de-

bate: Shimao Toshio’s Yaponesia  writings, and

Japanese anarchism of the 1960s. I discuss how
these influences from mainland Japan were actu-
ally received, in particular by Arakawa Akira,
commonly regarded to be the central figure of
the anti-reversion debate.

Finally, I show how these two ideologies
influenced the anti-reversion debate, concluding
that while Shimao's Yaponesia writings provided
a positive appraisal of national identity, anar-
chism contributed to a rejection of the state.
Furthermore, I highlight the potential value of
considering the anti-reversion debate in future

discussions on Northeast Asla.
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