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on Floral Initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa Seedlings
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Effect of light intensity on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa
under the long-day condition in artificial light rooms. Two-year-
old seedlings of TANZAWA-8 family were used for the experiment.
The average numbers of male and female strobili were obtained
from 6 sample plants in each treatment. The experiment was
carried out from November 27, 1979 to February 5, 1980.
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Effect of daylength on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa under
the high intensity light in artificial light rooms. (A) Two-year-old
clonal materials of NISHITAMA-3, (B) two-year-old seedling materials
of TANZAWA-8 family, (C) two-year-old clonal materials of ENA-3,
and (D) two-year-old clonal materials of NANGO-1 were used for the
experiment. Light intensity in the main light period was maintained
at 42 klux. The average numbers of male and female strobili were
counted from 6 sample plants in each treatment. The experiment was
carried out from June 26 to September 4, 1979.
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The duration of long day treatment necessary to induce floral initiation of Cha-
maecyparis obtusa grown under the artificial high intensity light. Two-year-old
seedling materials of TANZAWA-8 family were used for the experiment. Light
intensity of main light period hatched was maintained at 42 klux. The average
numbers of male and female strobili were counted from 6 sample plants in each
treatment. The experiment was carried out from October 17, 1979 to January
30, 1980.
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Effect of supplemental light after main photoperiod with high intensity light
on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa. (A) : Two-year-old seedlings of
TANZAWA-8 family were used for the the experiment. The light intensity of
main light period was maintained at 25 klux. The light intensity of supple-
mental light period hatched was maintained at 500 lux. The average numbers
of male and female strobili were counted from 6 sample plants in each trea-
tment. The experiment was carried out from June 26 to September 4, 1979.
(B) : Two-year-old seedlings of TANZAWA-8 family were used for the expe-
rimet. The main photoperiods of 10, 12 and 14 hours were supplemented with
weak light to make a total photoperiod of 16 hours. Experimental conditions
were similar to (A). The experiment was carried out from December 16, 1981
to January 28, 1982.
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Effects of light interruption in the middle of dark period by weak light
on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa grown under artificial light
in the phytotron. Two-year-old seedlings of TANZAWA-8 family were
used for the experiment. The light intensity of main light period was
maintained at 25 klux. The dark period was interrupted by fluorescent
light at 500 lux for 2 hours. The average numbers of male and female
strobili were calculated from 6 sample plants in each treatment. The
experiment was carried out from January 28 to March 11, 1982.
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Effect of high irradiance supplemental light on floral initiation of Chamaecy-
baris obtusa grown under natural light conditions. Two-year-old seedlings of
TANZAWA-8 family were used for the experiment. High irradiance supple-
mental light of 8 klux was switched on 15 minutes before sunset and switched
off at 9.00 p.m.. The average numbers of male and female strobili were cal-
culated from 6 sample plants in each treatment. The experiment was carried
out from July 20 to August 24, 1982.
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Effect of low irradiance supplemental light on floral initiation
of Chamaecyparis obtusa under natural daylight and its seasonal
variations. (A) Two-year-old clonal materials of OWASE-8,
and (B) three-year-old seedligs of TANZAWA-8 family were
used for the experiment. The low irradiance supplemental light
at 500 lux was set from 15 minutes before sunset to 9.00 p.m.
The average numbers of male and female strobili were calcu-
lated from 6 sample plants in each treatment. The experiment
was carried out from July 2 to October 2, 1982.
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Effect of light interruption on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa under natural
daylight. (A) Two-year-old seedlings of TANZAWA-8 family, (B) three-year-old
seedlings of TANZAWA-8 family, and (C) two-year-old clonal materials of OWASE-
8 were used for the experiment. The light interruption at 100, 500 and 1000 lux
was scheduled for 2 hours from 11.00 p.m. to 1.00 a.m. The average numbers of
male and female strobili were calculated from 6 sample plants in each treatment.
The experiment was carried out from July 2 to July 23, 1982.
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Effects of light treatments on floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa seedlings.

Akinori Nacao® and Satohiko Sasaxi®

Summary

Experiments were carried out to determine the effects of various light treatments on
floral initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa seedlings. The floral initiation of Chamaecyparis
obtusa seedlings can be manipulated by light intensity and photoperiod.

Light intensity: The male and female strobili formations can be initiated by high light
intensities of artificial light with more than 12 klux for male strobili and over 21 klux for
female strobili in a 16-hour photoperiod. With the 16-hour photoperiod, the seedlings
treated with high intensity light initiated the flowers much faster than those treated with
low intensity light.

Photoperiod: The photoperiod has a close correlation with the light intensity to initiate
the flowering of Chamaecyparis obtusa seedlings. Generally, a long day with high intensity
light favours the initiation of flowering. Even under the natural light condition, the long
day treatment supplemented with a high discharge lamp promoted the initiation of flower-
ing. The development of the male strobilus was accelerated by the continuous light much
more than by the 16-hour photoperiod. Also, the male strobilus initiation required at least
4 weeks of the treatment. Our observations indicate that the male strobili required the
long day as well as strong light conditions. The female strobili were also dependent on
the long day, but significantly less than male strobili, as the female strobili were formed
within 3 weeks after the initiation of long day treatment.

The long day treatment with the high intensity light can be partially substituted by
the weak supplemental light. The male strobili were induced by the weak supplemental light
of at least 500 lux for two hours after the 14-hour main photoperiod with the high inten-
sity light. For the female strobili, even with the 10-hour main photoperiod with the high
intensity light the weak light supplement at 500 lux for 6 hours could induce flowering.
Also, under the natural light conditions, the weak light supplement with 500 lux fluorescent
lamp from the time of sunset to 9.00 p.m. was successful to initiate the flowering during
the summer months, but gradually the promotive effect of the supplemental light decreased
and toward the end of growing season. This is caused probably by declines in temperature
and radiation, and also shortening of the daylength.

Light interruption (light break): Instead of giving the long day treatment with the
supplemental light, the light interruption during the dark period was effective to initiate
both the male and female strobili of Chamaecyparis obtusa seedlings. Under the artificial
light at 25 klux with the photoperiod of 12 hours, the light interruption with the 500 lux
fluorescent lamp for two hours could induce the female strobili alone. However, under
the 14-hour photoperiod, the two hour-light interruption induced both the male and female
strobili. Also, under the natural light conditions during the month of July, the light inter-
ruption with 100, 500, and 1000 lux for two hours at midnight induced both the male and
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female strobili abundantly, and even more flowers were formed at higher light intensities
of the light interruption. Those results indicate that appropriate manipulations of light
are useful means of controlling the flower initiation of Chamaecyparis obtusa seedlings.
Particularly, light interruption and light supplement can be used for the seed production

of Chamaecyparis obtusa seed orchards.




