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Conservation Treatment for the Giant Buddha of Wat Sri Chum in
Sukhothai, Thailand -

Tadateru NISHIURA, Chiraporn ARANYANAK™,
Takeshi ISHIZAKI and Kitcha YUPHO*

An important giant Buddha statue in Sukhothai historic site in Thailand had suffered
from terrible discoloration and deterioration by propagation of microorganisms (mosses,
algae, lichens, etc.). The joint team of the Fine Arts Department, Thailand and the Tokyo
National Research Institute of Cultural Properties, Japan, made investigations on its
degradation and carried out examinations for its conservation measures and then practical
conservation work. The statue was cleaned by eliminating the microorganisms, then
consolidated and made water repellent by impregnation with hydrophobic silicone resin.
The condition of the statue after conservation treatment is satisfactory so far.
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