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The Image of Christ in De Profundis
AKUNE Masako

De Profundis was a long letter written in 1897 in his narrow cell in the Reading Prison

and the last of his literary achievements.

Wilde himself mentioned that this work was the most important letter in his life, and also

it was what he tried to deal with his future mental attitude toward life and the development

of his character.

Through his experience in the prison life, he attempted at treating of meaningful relation-

ship his life, career, artistic ideas, failures, suffering, and ideas of Christ and martyrdom.

While in Wandsworth prison Wilde must have read the Bible many times as it was the

only book available to him. Wilde’s representation of Jesus in De Profundis is establishing

his complete humanity, and the suffering Jesus but never it seems, the risen Christ.

From a humanist life of Jesus point of view, this study examines the image of Christ that

Wilde described in De Profundis.
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The little supper with his companions,
one of whom had already sold him for
a price: the anguish in the quiet moonlit
olive-garden: the false friend coming close
to him so as to betray him with a kiss:
the friend who still believed in him and on
whom as on a rock he had hoped to build
a House of Refuge for Man denying him
as the bird cried to the dawn: his own
utter loneliness, his submission, his accep-
tance of everything: and along with it all
such scenes as the high priest of Ortho-

doxy rending his raiment in wrath, and

the Magistrate of Civil Justice calling for
water in the vain hope of cleansing himself
of that stain of innocent blood that makes
him the scarlet figure of History: the coro-
nation-ceremony of Sorrow, one of the
most wonderful things in the whole of re-
corded time: the crucifixion of the Innocent
One before the eyes of his mother and of
the disciple whom he loved: the soldiers
gambling and throwing dice for his
clothes: the terrible death by which he
gave the world its most eternal symbol:
and his final burial in the tomb of the rich
man, his body swathed in Egyptian linen
with costly spices and perfumes as though

he had been a King’s son:--."”
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