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“Hosokawa Gracia” written by
Hermann Heuvers (Part 1)

MIKI Sania

Abstract

Related to the extension held last year, which was “Visiting
the Remains of Hosokawa Gracia” I am going to introduce a
famous drama “Hosokawa Gracia” by Hermann Heuvers, a
priest of the Society of Jesus.

Hosokawa Gracia Tama was a wife of Tadaoki, whose father
was Hosokawa Tadatoshi, the lord of Kumamoto. Her mauso-
leum is at the garden of Taishoji Temple in Kumamoto. This
woman was born as daughter of Akechi Mitsuhide, was mar-
ried into Hosokawa family and lived happily until she fell into
the nadir of adversity owing to the rebellion of her father,
Mitsuhide, However, she entered Christianity, converted the
surrounding people to Christians and led them to ever-lasting
happiness. However, she was taken as Mitunari’s hostage. Fol-

lowing her husband, Tadaoki’s intention, she finished her life

tragically.

In this thesis, I would like to introduce the outline of
Hosokawa Gracia Tama’s life after describing about the writer,
Hermann Heuvers, a priest of the Society of Jesus.

Key words : 1. Paragon for Women 2. Christians in feudal age

3. Imprisonment in Mitono
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