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OSCAR WILDE and THE BIBLE
—The Wilde Biblical Commentary in De Profundis

AKUNE Masako

The highlight of De Profunndis is Wilde’s interpretation on Christ and the Bible. In the
prison, the closed society, Wilde tasted the bitters that we couldn’t imagine, and experienced
an unbelievable wide world of the heart and soul. Through his experience of the prison, he
could say “Where there is Sorrow there is holy ground.”

What made him free from sorrow of the prison-life which turn one’s heart to stone was
the Bible that he was given as a reading book and the Greek Bible in the prison.

Wilde said about the Greek Bible as follows, “At Christmas I managed to get hold of a
Greek Testament:--and every morning, I read a little of the Gospels. It is a delightful way
of opening the day”.

This Greek Bible was the support of his heart in the prison-life. Putting his hard experi-
ence in prison-life upon the Passion, he tried to make comments upon the Passion.

And about the salvation Wilde said, “Those whom he saved from their sins are saved for
beautiful moments in their life.”

This study examines that firstly I mention Wilde's conversion to Catholic, and secondly
from Catholic biblical commentary point of view, investigate his biblical commentary which

he was based on his experience in the prison-life.
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