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The right of collective self-defense and
interpretation of the Constitution

Onji Atsushi

In July 2014, members of the Cabinet have reinterpreted the Constitution to enable the
country to use its right to collective self-defense.

Past administrations maintained the Constitution would allow the use of force only if
Japan was attacked directly.

In article 9 of the Constitution our country cannot maintained the war potential. And
from this sentence we cannot maintain the Japanese Self Defense Force, because that it is
against the Constitution.

Past administrations especially the Cabinet Legislation Bureau said that JSDF is not the
war potential but it is just the ability to defense the country.

So JSDF is not the ability to defense another country.

And the conclusion of this study is that in our Constitution we cannot use the right to
collective self-defense.

Key words : the right of collective self-defense, the Japan self-defense force, article 9 of the
Constitution
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