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Summary

In performing Chopin’s works, I researched into the historical pianos which had close
relations with Chopin. The Graf was one of the Viennese-style pianos which Chopin came
across for the first time and showed preference for the Viennese action hammer-on-key-
board system. After settling down in Paris, he took the Erard and the Pleyel on trial and
decided upon the latter for his companion. Both Erard and Pleyel adopted the English action
jack-pushing-hammer system, but there were apparent differences between the two, that is,
one was a double escapement action mechanism while the other was single.

Focusing on the question of why Chopin was particular about the Pleyel, I consider the

way to perform Chopin’s Etude Op.10-4 and Op.25-5.
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