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Estimation of the amount of shark landing by species
in the main fishing ports of Japan

HIROAKI MATSUNAGA,* HIDEKI NAKANO,!
YoUuIcHIROU ISHIBASHT2 AND KENPEI NAKAYAMA?

1\ National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries FRA, Shimizu, Shizuoka 424-8633, *Japan N US Co., Ltd.,
Minato, Tokyo 108-0022, Japan

To clarity the amount of shark landing by both species and fishing methods in Japan, an investigation on
shark landing at the main fishing ports was conducted. The annual average weight of landing in the product form
for all shark species and blue shark by all fishing methods from 1992 to 1998 were estimated to be 19,600 and
11,600 tons respectively. Those by the longline were estimated to be 15,000 and 11,000 tons respectively. These
weights became 28,700, 18,800, 23,400 and 17,800 tons after conversion to whole body weight. In all cases, the
landing of the blue shark was dominant and occupied 61-79%. Excluding the blue shark, salmon shark, shortfin
mako and thresher sharks were landed in relatively large amounts and occupied about 10, 10 and 5% respectively.

A declining tendency in the amount of landing for those main species was not observed.
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Table 1 Prefectures and fishing ports where the research

was conducted

Prefecture Fishing port
Aomori Hachinohe
Iwate Kamaishi, Kuji, Miyako, Yamada, Ohfunato
Miyagi Shiogama, Kesennuma, Ishinomaki
Chiba Choushi
Kanagawa Misaki
Shizuoka Inatori, Yaizu, Shimizu, Ajiro, Sakaihirata,
N]shma Fukuda
Wakayama Katsuura
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Fig. 1. Seven prefectures where the amount of shark

landing was investigated.
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Table 2 Conversion ratio (proportion of round weight %)
of each form of product to whole body

a b c d e f

salmon shark 100 77 — 60 52 100
shortfin mako shark 100 — 68 63 53 100
longfin mako shark 100 — — 53 —
blue shark 100 — 62 57 53 100
oceanic whitetip — — 60 56 53 —
silky shark — - — - —
requiem shark 100 — 60 56 — 100
hammerhead shark 100 — 68 63 — —
thresher shark 100 — 68 64

other sharks 100 80 58 53 49 100
a: round

b: semi-dress

¢: semi-dress without head

d: dress

e: fillet

{: others
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Fig. 2. Annual shark landing of the seven prefectures at
their main fishing ports.
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Fig. 3. Annual shark landing from the main fishing ports
of the seven prefectures by fishing method.
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Fig. 4. The composition of shark landing by fishing
method in each prefecture.
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Fig. 5. Annual shark landing by species at main fishing
ports of the seven prefectures.
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Fig. 6. Species composition of shark landing in each
prefecture.
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Fig. 7. Species composition of shark landing by the fish-
ing methods.
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Fig. 8. Annual shark landing by the form of products ob-
tained from the Japanese Annual Statistics of Fishery
Products Marketing.
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Fig. 9. Estimated annual shark landing by species at the
main fishing ports in Japan.
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Fig. 10. Estimated annual shark landing from the lon-
gline fisheries by species at the main fishing ports in

Japan.
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Fig. 11. Annual shark landing by fishing method ob-
tained from the Japanese Annual Statistics on Fishery
and Culture Production. LL: longline
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Fig. 12. Estimated annual shark landing by species con-
verted to whole body weight at the main fishing ports

in Japan.
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Fig. 13. Estimated annual shark landing from longline
fisheries by species by conversion to whole body
weight at the main fishing ports in Japan.
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