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An Examination of the Growth of Environmental
NGOs in Japan with Reference to the
Cases in Western Countries

Abstract

There are some differences between Environmental NGOs (ENGOs) in Western
countries and those in Japan, which should be considered especially when the
latter "Japanese ENGOs" are placed on the agenda. In Western countries, ENGOs are
_considered to have grown in the context of "New Environmental Movement" since
the 1970s. Topics that ENGOs deal with have diversified to include pollution
problems and so on. The strategies of ENGOs have become much more politicized. In
the same period, more than 90 % of existing Japanese ENGOs were established.
However, Japanese ENGOs have grown in a different context, influenced by the unique
domestic situation. As a result, they make much of local and practical conservation
activities rather than political actions. There are fewer groups engaging in pollution
problems than Amenity/Conservation groups, although "Kowgai" experiences have

had a strong impact on environmental efforts in Japan.
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Environmental NGOs, Citizen s Participation, Environmental (Conservation)

Activities
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