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The Dilemma of Humanitarian Aid for Natural Disasters
The Peripheral and Core Views of the Issues

Kazumasa NAKADA

(Utsunomiya University)

Key Word : humanitarian aid, dilemmas, peripheral and core, international ngo

This paper reviews the empirical challenges in the trend of previous studies and research related to humanitarian aid for
extensive natural disasters, and with interviews of actual practitioners about the dilemmas of humanitarian assistance and
the consideration of the addition of an International NGO in Field Surveys.

The practitioners from the International NGO were involved in a disaster area with multiple and relative donors responding
to the needs of victims who had requested humanitarian aid from the organization. Clear indications of the factors behind
the dilemma appeared as well as the understanding of the perspective view of the victims and donors with respect to the
“Peripheral” and “Core” of their importance to humanitarian aid. The point of view based approach to humanitarian
activities and funds, organizational theory, and the issues of public-private partnerships were required to accumulate
indispensable theoretical and empirical data.

This paper conducted a study and analysis to clarify the basis of a dilemma as viewed from the “Peripheral” and “Core”

perspective which was based on the data obtained from research and practice in the testimony of an International NGO.
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