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The Expected Role of the Voluntary Sector in Denmark:
The Influence of Welfare State Restructuring

Midori Sakaguchi
(Meijigakuin University)

The studies on the voluntary sector have been strongly affected by the leading American scholars such as Lester M.
Salamon. Traditionally, in the United States, the government plays a limited role, leaving room for the informal groups
for social activities. Recent argument in Europe, too, expands how the civil society controls the voluntary sector as one
of the potential agents who offer the social services, under the conditions of the welfare state restructuring. In a small
country such as Denmark, there is increasing concern about the voluntary sector, reflecting the argument in Europe how
to utilize the resources of the voluntary sector for the government. The justification of the role they argue, however, is not
self-evident. This paper draws on qualitative interviews with five researchers in Denmark to explore how the relationship

between the state and the voluntary sector has changed under the influence of welfare pluralism.

Keywords: Voluntary sector, Denmark, Welfare chauvinism, Welfare pluralism

TIVHTE AR Vol.12
NI | -El ectronic Library Service



