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REBF-H HE

The Possibility of Community Service Learning-Style Social Research
: The Case of Poole Gakuin University

Reiko Morisada and Shunka Sai
(Poole Gakuin University)

Many researchers have pointed out that service learning promotes academic enhancement, personal growth, and civic
engagement for students. Okazaki (2010) suggests that if we would combine community service learning with education
of social research, students could learn “social research as civic liberal arts”, thus promoting their civic engagement.
In this paper we demonstrate the case from Poole Gakuin University where community service learning is combined
with education of social research, and consider the possibility of community service learning-style social research. In
conclusion, the community service learning-style social research is social research that is conducted for a community
jointly by the community members and accompanied by reflection on that experience. If we can become conscious of the
influence of bias in our thinking that “we are helping to solve community issues” and realize the limits of that thinking,
then it would give us the best chance to learn “social research as civic liberal arts”.

Keywords: community service learning, citizenship, social research as civic liberal arts
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