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Volunteers and Career Formation of Foreign Students:
Established Educational Environment Confronting Foreign Students Who Intend to Enter High School

Yoshimi Kojima
(Aichi-shukutoku University)

We have set the theme for this special issue as “volunteers and career formation of foreign students.” We re-examine
the close relationship between “research” and “practice” for supporting volunteer studies. In March 2011, in the action
plan on Measures for Foreign Residents of Japanese Descent, the Japanese government specifically identified the need
to improve the environment for the acceptance of foreign junior high school students who intend to join high school. For
a country that still omits compulsory school attendance for foreign students, this stipulation supporting foreign students’
entry to high school is especially significant. However, although the selection criteria of public high school student differ
among local governments, few studies have addressed the actual situation of the entire country. Thus, as the established
educational environment confronting foreign students who intend to enter high school in each area is unknown, it is the
local volunteers who support foreigners living in the area to enhance their abilities as required by the local Japanese
society. Therefore, we first examine the actual nationwide selection criteria for foreign students in public high schools.
We describe the current role of volunteers in foreigners’ career formation, by comparing each local government’s

requirements and analyzing reports on the NPO practice in each community.

Keywords : foreign student, entry to high school, career formation, research and practice, high school immigrant students
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