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High School Admission Guidance and Career Support for Children with

International Backgrounds:
A Collaboration between the Board of Education and NPOs in Kanagawa Prefecture

Miho Yoshida
(Multicultural Education Network Kanagawa, Chuo University)

If the low high school entrance rate of children with international backgrounds is left as it is, then in Japanese
society, where graduating high school is deemed fundamental, they will be channeled into poverty by means of their
educational background. This paper focuses on cases in Kanagawa Prefecture, and is considering the possibilities held
by collaboration between volunteer groups (NPOs) and the Board of Education by clarifying the current state of the
approaches to guaranteeing high school education for children with international backgrounds, including high school
progression guidance. High school admission guidance commenced in Kanagawa Prefecture through mutual cooperation
between local supporters, while collaboration between volunteer groups and the Board of Education gained momentum
from around the middle of the 2000s. Regional support volunteers and the Board of Education each have their strengths,
and the possibilities held by collaboration between both parties are large. In 2013, the collaboration that started with high
school admission guidance is being expanded to a multicultural education coordinator project in Kanagawa Prefecture.
The multicultural education coordinators that give study support and provide ‘places to stay’, and have also commenced

an initiative for career support with a focus on life after graduating high school.

Keywords : children with international backgrounds, high school admission guidance, collaboration, multicultural

education coordinator, career support
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