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ABSTRACT: This report shows a short story of ordinary houses in Okinawa and some measures against the heat
without air-conditioning systems. The Okinawan houses have been different from the main stream of Japanese
traditional houses. It may be a natural way that the Okinwan houses and the Okinawan ways of life have various
contrivances against the heat in the main land of Japan, because Okiwana is located in the subtropical zone and the
climate in Okinawa is thought to be very hot all the year round. The actual climate conditions and the ordinary lives in
Okinawa are different from these images. The real state of Okinawan houses, which is not stereotype, not superstition,
are described in this paper from various aspects including social and economic conditions.
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Fig. 3 Fluctuations of monthly average air temperature
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Fig. 4 Fluctuations of monthly average relative humidity
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Fig.5 Rough sketch of the plan of an Okinawan house
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Fig.6 Entrance barrier of an Okinawan house, "HINPUN"
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Fig.7 Openings for ventilation in the crawl space
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Fig.8 Passive cooling device, "HANA BLOCK"
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