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" Chise " is a small traditional house of Ainu, which is hatched with miscanthus
or bamboo-grass or sometimes bark on roof and wall. We can believe that the people
of Ainu dwell in such a simple house in the severe winter season when the mid-night
temperature is below ~20°C or more , while the many explorers or repo-writer in
the period of uncaltivated Hokkaido report that the Ainu's huts are rather warm and
their children are brought up in almost naked style even in winter.

To resolve the question if Ainu's hut is really warm in winter, the authers tried

to examine the thermal properties of the " Chise house which reconstructed by aged

Ainu in the field of Asahigawa Folk-lore Museum.

The results are as follows

1) The ascending ratio of room temperature ( Ta ) of " Chise

" is rather larger

( 0.75, 0.78, 0.88 ) in summer experiment. This result is due to the poor heat-~

insulation of grass-hatched roof and wall.

2) The varying ratio of room temperature ( § ) is obtained from heating experiment

by oil-heater or by bonfire of Ainu's custum in mid-winter season, when the hut is

buried under deep snow ( about 1 meter or more ). The ratio ( $ ) is 0.71, 0.87,

0.97 and there values seem to be small when compered with the wooden house of our

country. The warmness of Ainu's " Chise

thick snow layer covered the hut.
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No. 1| 8. 29| ¥¥F 110.5C | 0500
No. 2 | 8. 31 |Hh | 14.0 0300 |21.9
No. 319. 3 |%H|10.1 0500 | 17.0

23.8C

1330 |11.3c | 0600 |23.0°c | 1200 | 0.88
1330 | 15.3 0430 |21.5 1200 | 0.78
1300 | 11.3 0530 |16.5 1430 | 0.75
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