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ABSTRACT Qualitative reasoning is concerned with modeling and implementing human-like capability

of reasoning about physical world. This paper overviews principles and techniques developed in qualitative

reasoning. This paper consists of two parts. The first part presents some of the basic techniques employed

in qualitative physics, qualitative caliculus and envisionment in particular. The importance of causal

analysis is emphasized. The second part gives a brief survey on current trends and highlights new

research areas, including order of magnitude reasoning, temporal constraint propagator, resolving ambiguity

of envisionment, abstraction by time scale, aggregation, qualitative phase space analysis, qualitative

kinematics, comparative analysis, tools, and application to engineering problem solving.
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‘ user: WHY EVENT 8
X WHY 2\5 a<y FEffioTA <y bR Q1. WECAUSE.
HEARR, YATFANFIICHTDEL RERLT EVENT-9: TR2 VBE INCREASES TO 0.7000
(F32 Y2 PTRIDNK— 2 - T3 o 2 FIETRI-VBEAS
Wa. ERLTO. VA7)
(2) BEORHEGEEOMYT ;;e; :::AEZENT"O
EMHER TRYE, BHREIEGACELETA LD EVENT-10: TR2-V-R INCREASES TO 0.7000
LEESRT S, LT AN, S4B E R o en S AR VLR LT
Thd, EROTEGECOMTT V=) XA :
NULETHDH. Pl e 74 TRER N4 T QR-1: EVENT-14: VH1 INCREASES TO 0.7000
BB, KO3SEhEE xS, (AN FORBMVRIV ERL T0.7VIZh ~72)
R user: WHY FVENT-14
(1) AEroTREEEI G2 bhi- s &, QR-1: EVENT-15: V- IN INCREASES TO 0.7000
(2) FHELS R TOBFRROBR AL PRI IR T R
Tod .
(3) (2FMLIRAVSAT) BHBROR B 10 QR-1 <X DG
TED7 4 = Fy 20L& L L, ZOHEREOBRE, NEERE LcEME

THEGEC BT T 50 DEANE LT, RHEENE ENEHEETONHESENATE, Lrd
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D) icESVTW5) bR S HEERH R
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MALT B,

M- V24+mevi=M+VAi+mev,?

M Vi+mevi=MVitmev;
I TEBIE, M=m, vV, Vi>0, vi<0 £\ 5
EEAE LA L, ZI30HRBAUELFE-T, V<L
Vi 0,2V, v >0 InERHERTH LINTES.

BT CENRERNS L ORhICLEE, A —X
BT B EoBFRERETIE XV, RIGCKE
T5. flzidd -2 10 BEOBRYIROF->T5
LEIL 2283 EFRETHAIL, A— K107
EOBXR OB ->T 5L EICIL 223 THDH EIRXE

vialb—2gV %7%%2%
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i
process heat-llow process boiling
Individuals:

Individuals: w a contained-liquid

src an oblect,Has-Quantity(sre, heal)
ds! an object,Has-Quantily(dst, heat)
path a Heat-Path, Heat-Connection(path, src, dst}
QuantityConditions:

Preconditions: Stalus(hf, Active)

Heat-Aligned(path)

QuantilyConditions:

Relations:
Altemperature(src)} > Altemperature(dst)]

Relalions: gas(g)
Let flow-rate be a quantity
Ajllow-rate} > ZERO
flow-rale xgq, (lemperature(src) — temperature(dst))

Inlluences:
1-(heal(src), Alllow-rate])

1+ (heat(dst), Alllow-rate]) Influences:

I-(heat(w), Alllow-rate(hl}])
: The above counteracts the heat flow's inlluence

hl a process-instance, process(hf) = heal-llow
A dsi(hl) = w

— Alleinperature(w)] < At-boil(w)]

There Is g € piace-of-stulf

substance(g) = subslance(w)
lemperature(w) = lemperature(g)
Let generation-rate be a quantily
Algeneration-rate] > ZERO
generation-rate =q, flow-rate(hf)
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3 BOREIOEECHTS
HEFRARAND

> > > >> > >
swemo >

A<D BxC - AxC

A<D B~C - AxC

Azl - (A-B) < D

A<B - (B+A)=8

A<D - -AxD

A~B [A)J20 - ~(AxD)

A~*B +— A~B, ~(Ax D), [A-D] = +
A~B — A~D ~(Ax D) [A-B] = -

|-{amount-of(w), Afgeneration-rate])
1+(amount-ol(g), Algeneration-ratej)
I1-{heat(w), Algeneralion-rate])
1+(heal(g), Algeneration-rate]}

B 11

2EWTHAY. BEKND, ZOYME2TR S —#K
ik L, = — VORBRNTHENCKET 5.

3.2 BROEFL

B. Williams \3EMHR v AT 2OFFEDT 7 —
FiZ B AR T A BWMERO TR ET S 2D
OMELIEHLTV5. (1) 4V McLlEF B 6
wETIod, WM N v FEOEFRISIRF T
NEGHha, (2) BHABERYEERDbY L.
DOEEXEDT, K7 5 AORICET A ERER
DOFP ¢ L T, TCP (Temporal Constraint Propa-
gator) IRE L TV 5.

TCP TixiicBT 215 a2 RE (history) % #
fcEmt 5. FECHSREER I LCERSH, ©
OER ORI 5 D F\HBH TE D D70k
ER-fEoxt (=Y — FERERS) ORI 6 K
L. EOSE LV L= Y - FE, ThUERE
S rERA DL ETT—YLEbDEBRK=EY - F
LIRS, k=Y — FOZRD B FEEY R
J& (concise history) &5, BERTICRES 2 HedRm ~ A~
5 AT OEHEISBLR AWM =EY = F
ot ATdTRELTHBA=EY - F2XEbLhZ
LRFER LT DEEY T LT & - TR
FT oA RNT LB TES. LL, &
DEETIE, BT 4 — ¥, 7 &858, RO
HZESESCEETHOTRA=EY — FOKTR
HAFHTET, HOEHENVCOETHATI R
BB, ZOMERRRT S o, TCP Tk
VY~ FOMERERE LT TR LTI
L, dgMoflxirET s iErRbhT5.

3.3 HUTVHORR

BMTA o LVERNEOhT 5 L E T

AEAN634 6 A

T e 2 ABRC ST B 7 R £ A DR EIP

b, EREER TR IR ERERA
WEFERTHS. LrL, HRORTLEDO DI
WiEROBEHREAKE VL ZOFHEFRcbhTL
¥ 5. B. Kuipers, C. Chiu, W.W.Lee bt ORE
PR HIODOFEERELTND, 1DO0T7 7 =r
— i3, MRNTOEEME A T 0T L & DB
LTV 2ttt ->T, Hxbhic®EFALTEL
KT D EMEA B2 fo 2 EHE v S ORI AT
bhicntdieTsrs & Th b (EERLEGOE
). 51207 7e—Fix, EETERODL &£
fe B ERNABRE AR D, B2 R
LiBnEk oy BH U CEREFRICFINTS 2
L THh5. Kuipers HAVELIHRO T, BEEREDS
£ U% EFRiCkiT 5 HOD (Highest Order Deriva-
tive, B fLEBIF) H IR LA-AE A R D, K
HOD #fA#fic 78 LR $l% (curvature const-
raint) & LCHW5.

W.W. Lee (3= OB 3% X LI REZ Y, Kuipers
BMOERSTBAD D itk > EBNRITEAN LD
By AR E LCHATS & L k- TR
MEXBIcHRTESLZ E xR L. Lee 13 Kui-
pers HOE 2PEOHEBIR A FIA LRSI o 2
T, KD 2ODHRNERIEORIBCERTHH &
LT,

(1) #EfE%I% (extrema constraint).
D= FAF =L ThE, RIEHEDTS.

(2) v AT AHEEHIF (system property con-
straint). U< O OBEBRML, HRABDEBDMHD
(Rl BRI LTRET . flad, WE
SFBEBHTIEED DRERET 5T h & b HENC
IHMFLEE T HL, HLORIFFEDRDE

x % &
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B REH BbVOES, BERE NEDLS
BEBRIE B AN L > TEE D, MENRET D55
FLRie. Lo T, 52 bRCRICFET HE
KESBEHEE A D LA UDRIELTHZEIL L - T
KIBA) P BB R TR T BB DB & 7o > THRAET
HTERPSCZENTES.

3.4 EOREBOLER
BHLRTE, BFE, B 7 e TRTTHE
BALEHT ETRIA G 22 5B WELNRET S &
&G Thbr—ificlk > o T, Blo®EX
CHH LTHROEBYEBLTEZ &0 ELLNS.
Kuipers PHFB O DL 5 e S A EE Lo ERD
eFMbEERERAGCCHRBELYREL TV 5
. Kuipers DHRTIX, FANOANOENE 2B
WA LEFTHECRBENTIhS., 20k ERBCROE
BUDE R TIRER E AL IND. KICTE RO FHT
ERIABVCRICGESR, BUROBHIINTRbh 5.
3.5 % ik

D. Weld 0IRE L7 85 (Aggregation)?® [3#%
DELEZASLFVERELTE LD TPLIFET
»5. EFE (Aggregator) LIRS TR ELAAND
ASE, 14XV rOE (history), EHLINA 7
v ADEFY, TeeADEH, 2IEFST IR
R A-2ThH. EEBT, BOERLELSZMI XV
FERBHT B E, FRYA 2 ARBRT BN E S D
YRETSH. 41XV PORFINKRBECSA ZATHD
LML, FOHA 2 AR 1 ODEE T v
ALLTEEDD. ERBIChEHBRE LTHD
L, BREIICED, VA ZARNE DRI ERE
ETHEMMC R ARENTFREINS.
BRENETRS 7 r 77 23 ERERYTTR 7
nrs a2 v E—RX Y N THB. Weld 12
{E/ (trend), BE¥7s 8 ® (meticulous trend) &\»
SBAEYEALTRKOERBNTO 7 v /7 2% R
B AT S AT E LTHNRD X5 iEE LA, L
L, BECEROFECIIV<210FEFLEI N
Twa. iz, FTreABoTgoledbiti Ik
P A 7 APRELL BT &, MO ET D VA
IAPBETER W LN D,

3.6 1HZEMEZHR

FOBREY & D RERICIR L B fc DX BRI D
FHEERAWDZLENELZLDRS.

E. Sacks OIRZE L1 PLR (Piecewise Linear Re-
asoning)®® %, (1) 5z bhIERHBMIHTEAD
Pz 2< b, (2) BALShIcHERT (F 9,

— 18 ——

(3) HER*SE Ll ,E L, BEREEOZE
Bree 2 i 8 L ORI IREERR (HR %
fEDH L (RFER), (4) RFINHRKX Y 27 &
Fh¥ TABOHRIRAYE ) i (KB 75
Th5.

F U< MIT @ K. Yip (X8 > A 7 » B D a5
ZHALT, %75 2A0ERBROMEERA— + v
A PERBRCHIL L, SOKETEETFL =z v
— R EY 5 VOEERE > CrOR® 1T 5 FiEx
BRLTLEW,

WO RCECTh, FHRNHYEEER
THI LR TEIewR, FRABERRERNTE 5 ¥ <
P Lick T, X hEELBEREYEL LTV
5.
3.7 EHEE)F
—fic, EE)F (Kinematics) 3RO HERFAIED
dE LTHEZ bh s RofEELh» b [ 220 Eo|
ERERAO HrRBRCHATEE LT EXHS
g s HiEFIHL TS VWA ERTAF
HETHhB.

ZERNORFROREL LR Lic a7 2 —20
EA nRLZEM% C-space (Configuration space) &
iE%S, C-space N ZHIIXHEDOO EDDELE (Con-
figuration) #Z>$. C-space IZEBT 5RO 7] E
BB SHG T A B oA % B %R (Free space),
RARE IR BLE IS SHIE T 5 S D& 2 AR (Block-
ed Space) &5

509, EBFTINREFICHT HLHRILER T
BEERFT 0o/, BEHELERT RO
Z 41z C-space Z{EH. ZD L &, & C-space |35
Tl THROREETLR LIc 22D T 2 —2DKD
2%kt h. Forbus-Faltings—Nielsen D 7EM:
HEFEO71L C-space ® B HZERZ X LI HR # O
BNt 72 v b O ¥ b (ZEfHFEHE, place voca-
bulary) /35, EFERTIE, Frbhices
AVIDDOHEBB TELORMET 2w/ A v M
FTHBEGIHENDS. ThicEbILERE
DEERERCANT, WEOTHERSD F2HT
T5.

3.8 LB

NIT @ D. Weld = X %8¢ f#8 §7 (Comparative
Analysis)?® (I, RD5 2 — X HHB IR EE,
RDSDHECHED LS I EYRT D12 ERERIC
#wmL, FORMYRWATLHETHD. LB
52— 2 OEX BN S SEETEL I BE

vialb—vav HBIEHE2E
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%21 5 EEE Y (Differential Qualitative Anal-
ysis, DQA) &, ~37 2 — 2 DfEX B AL I # 1
LEDSDEVHMENTT HERMNT (Exaggeration)
AT BRA. ThET DQA BT BB HE S
hTuvb.

DQA i1 Kuipers ® QSIM 25 DEEHEED R
ELTHELABREBBR® AT &ET5. BT,
T 2= ZEOENEROREEBRR D + F e v —
AELZRILVCESEE S -ACL, ThxtHey—
PETHEECHE L TV 5.

W R 1T 5 1obici, ST 2 — 2 DOfic X -
THEUSB OB LT 5 Y 52 5%
T AN H 5. 20X 5 el (Pers
pective) SIFXN%.

DQA O &I IE L &V ) fEe s (R
Shah, LERERIERERSFECETLELD
RAE (524 icv. Weld D& T, B2 h\is
bhicWBE, BHRENSELSHE, HELXRETS
fodic s b R HER DL ETH BB EO MR
IhTuwb.

3.9 TEMHRHRAY—L

Kuipers @ QSIM! 1%, Waltz 7 4 L& —%{ifi
S TEECHBTREZ T 5 oD LRNEINIEH)
WaEs w77 5THS. QSIM 1L Symbolics bz A
V7Y AV FERA, ABERTVAE—D TR
v vThHH. QSIM T ) XATHEEE B KX D
B, KFES KXo TPSI kicyb1 v 72 vt
Xh, RS 5 1 v rEEODOEELD
HOLENEINT B, K. Forbus 1t 7 = A
MHMoHHZ=2 v QPE ¥HFELTE »?, &<
BBRTHTFETHD LS.

EEHER TR EEMECREINLME» %
<, bbbl hd 50 L—@iley -1 &L
T TMS (Truth Maintenance System)® <> ATMS
(Assumption-based TMS)* 7z &'pv B 5. K, &
MHRO VAT AR B FicEEIhc 0 LD
fel L, ATMS Et#R D BFE»bEThiC
EuioTh K. Efo, BRI HEA TELH 7
w753 v 7 b EHER S Bb ) R

3.10 & H

EMHRII TS CHMECER L LY LV 5
RGBS O fTlebhd Lo icicoTEh. £
D% TR,

(1) 4y CAIL

EpEHEER A AR CAL BT hE, B RN %Y

FEFN634F 6 A
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(FEENHSOMBL M CAL Y27 2242,
FOMPABRYEET LI L o THEETS) 2,
HEBITC X B0 D 2TV OARNTTRRIC /8%
EWOSFIE DS, EEHRA AN CAL WIEH L
PFEMR L ODE BT B30,

(2) ZWE~oItH
BMAERMCERT L L»T, ool
e v AT 2 H E € ¥ 72 GDE (General
Diagnostic Engine)® 7z & D&Mk % #1170 %
oiEBkc L BHTESL LV LRSS, HWER
Wi~DIEHICBT 5 W 2 lE IR TV 5.
¥z, IBM -V BFZEiF D Dague HiL, WCHEHE SR %
Hutc2Wa BE VL oRBIcET L, DVERY
HF1Y. Dague DR TREDO K E IOBECHT
L He# (Order of Magnitude Reasoning, OMR) (5§
3. 1HiBR) AEAIh TV 5.

(3) #BEr~oItH
THCRFERRL I BRI T2, it
AT LLF 5 Titioy . —ige, —ILDEEN
HFET B LCHEIR TV A8, ThEH LW
BBECHIETEDLFLLS D TIRIRNZ EMNE.
T, RABBEDAEORGTERLMEI 2 LIl
%. IBM T. Watson Bf 32 Jif © S. Murthy & S.
Addanki B, BEERGEHFRSIRMLLL &,
SR OE 2 H A FUH LT O AT & BT LV
DR Y HEIMCITR 5 FEARE LTV 3.
(4) EEH~DICH

HEEE T, BEMIENL YL bhicERY—BE
U RTERTA LI L T, HROBAMHSXK
FCWAEEEYF =y 7 Lich, BEIREFHEY >
Talb—bPLTABICT 4 = VX, 72357001, @
HHHE AV EnELbhE. LS AERE O
TR EERCER L EFDEE Y 2 V= PTERD,
R L) THEBIERTHS. Kuipers b
3, BEOHE LREOBBO € FAXERT SR
SR E R A o e,

4. L&

ErHRO B, ABOEHNLEZSRE TR
LB A T ADMMIBETEREAZ L THD.
Wic T DI BRAESPHEAE Y L5 b ST O Tk
$, NEABI Y AT ADS5FE R ED X 5 EF
LTCWBDOMNEDEY DOHFZD2 v . — & 2T L
HEL TV LA EREROMED L LA
B, Lol, EWHRIBN AT ADBITEL
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LTHERTHANE S L, B v R 7 ADREA
TEPEHERRIC & > TARMICBIL IR B2 &5 picid
2 TWS. TOHEKELTY av—>, vOSHD
BIARDT] 205 SR G EECTH .
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