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Abstract

The topic of this article is a dispute over the grand strategy of military buildup in 1890 and 1891, before and after
the first session of the National Diet convened. There was a journalist TOKUTOMI Soho ( #& & #% 1% ) who was an
owner and chief editor of KOKUMINOTOMO ([ X2 &) and KOKUMIN-SHIMBUN (|# E:#7[4) . His point was
to minimize military expenditure so that the national economy could grow as fast as possible. On the other side of the
rivalry, there was the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) that was eager to persuade the Diet members to approve the budget
of fleet building. IJN’s tactics of propaganda that commercial trade and naval coverage of it were an indivisible national
asset were a success. By the time the Sino-Japanese War began in 1894, almost all media including Soho’s magazine and

newspaper turned to support the idea of a blue water navy.
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