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General Meeting of the Japan-India Association (Year 1916)

The Japan - India Association accelerated its development under Marquis Shigenobu Okuma
(Prime Minister : 1898, 1914 - 1916 in service ) who became its second president in 1906. In
1920, the number of individual members increased to 1,090 and the number of business
activities increased to 657, which included meetings, commerce, industry and academic studies,
school entrance, workshop practice, identity proofs, and introduction for overseas passage etc.

Photo: the general meeting of the Japan - India Association at Seiyoken Restaurant in Ueno,
in 1916. Marquis Shigenobu Okuma is the fourth from the right in the first row.

(Source: Journal of the Japan-India Association N0.16)
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Tagore Visiting Tokyo (Year 1929)

Among various people-to-people exchanges between Japan and India, it was Rabindranath
Tagore, the first Asian Laureate of Nobel Literature Prize, who made the strongest impression
on Japanese people. Tagore visited Japan five times and got in touch with Tenshin Okakura, a
famous Japanese thinker and critics. Tenshin Okakura was known for his famous description
“Asia is one” in his book ‘The Ideals of the East'.

Photo: Tagore in the center and Ms. Tomi Koura (Women’s movement activist; later, Member
of the House of Councilors) on the very left.

(Source: Journal of the Japan-India Association No.45)
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Provisional Government of Free India and Indian National Army

The Bengali economy was seriously devastated by the “scorched-earth tactics” against
Japanese Army's march into British India. Japanese troops made inroads into Northeast India
together with the Indian National Army (hereafter, INA). INA was formed in 1942 under the
direction of Mohan Singh and was mainly made up of Indian captives in 1942 from the
Singapore garrison. INA was considerably reinforced under the leadership of Subhas Chandra
Bose as Commander-in-Chief

After the defeat of Japan, C.Bose looked for a new horizon for his struggle in the Soviet
Union. On the way,however, he ended his life in Taipei Airport.

Photo: The first anniversary ceremony of the Provisional Government of Free India.

(Source: Journal of the Japan-India Association No0.88)
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Signing of the Japan-India Treaty of Peace (Year 1952)

Since India was a British colony during the World War 11, it was at war against Japan.
During the peace restoration process after the war, Prime Minister Nehru did not join the San
Francisco Peace Treaty because it contained disadvantageous articles for Japan, such as
occupation of Okinawa etc.; instead, he opted to sign a bilateral Treaty of Peace with Japan.

Photo: Signing ceremiony at Gaimusho on June 9th,1952, Tokyo between Mr. K. K. Chettur,

Indian Ambassador and Mr. K. Okazaki, Japanese Foreign Minister
(Source: Embassy of India, Tokyo)
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Prime Minister Mori’s Visit to India (Year 2000)
Ten years after Prime Minister Kaifu’s visit to India, Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori visited



India in August 2000. Prime Minister Mori and Prime Minister A.B.Vajpayee agreed to have

the “Global Partnership between Japan and India in the 21st Century” aimed at fostering

closer bilateral relations. Prime Minister Mori’s visit was the first prime ministerial visit after

the Japan-India relations stagnated in the aftermath of the Indian nuclear tests in May 1998.

Prime Minister Mori visited Bangalore, the heartland of information-technology (IT),

demonstrating Japan’s keen interests in the Indian IT industry.

Photo: PM. Mr. A. B. Vajpayee (center) and PM. Mr. Yoshiro Mori (right) at India's Presidential Palace

(Source: Prime Minister’s Cabinet Secretariat)
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Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama’'s Visit to India (Year 2009)
Prime Minister Hatoyama visited Mumbai and Delhi in December, 2009.
In Delhi, he had a summit meeting with Prime Minister of India, Dr. Manmohan Singh and
issued a joint statement “A New Stage of Japan-India Strategic and Global Partnership”.

Photo : The plenary session of the summit meeting between the two prime ministers”.
(Source: the Prime Minister’s Cabinet Secretariat)
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Japan-India Events
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