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The habitat patches distribution and
utilization of the northern pika in
Mt. Nakayama, Hokkaido.

Toshio KURUMADA

Abstract
The habitat patch (sedimentary block area) distribu-
tion and utilization of the northern pika (Ochotona

hyperborea yesoensis) were surveyed at south slope

of Mt. Nakayama in Oketo mountainous region,
Hokkaido from 2004 to 2008. Twenty-three patches
were found and they were distributed on the steep
slope between the hillside and the foot of a mountain
excluding one patch. The evidences (direct observa-
tion, call, food hoard and scat) demonstrated the
utilization of the pika in 21 patches. Because it is
thought the pikas had migrated frequently between
patches, measures intended for all patches distributed
on this study area are necessary to conserve this

pika population on Mt. Nakayama.

Key words: Ochotona hyperborea, northern pika,
Oketo, Mt. Nakayama
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