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Reactions of Local Board of Education to Earthquake Rumor and Media Literacy
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Abstract

We investigate a reaction of local board education to an earthquake rumor and the present state of

media literacy in the field of education for all prefectures in Japan. Furthermore, the five cities where the

earthquake rumor emerged in recent years are taken for the investigation. As a result, 66% of the local

boards of education (Kyoiku-Iinkai) did not recognize the education for the rumors at each school. In

addition, 31% of the boards of education recommend that the field education at each school should involve

how to adjust to such rumors. Although the rumor frequently affects the students’ mentality, one has never

paid attention to school education in Japan. The “rumor” should be considered in media literacy education.
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