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Factors Which Changed Unknown Local Food Taipien ( )

into Well-known Food as a Specialty of Kumamoto Area
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Abstract
Taipien is a local food in the Kumamoto area, and its main ingredient is low-calorie noodles made of

beans. This food was unknown even to the local people in 2002, but it got to be widely-known in 2005, and went
on to become a new specialty of the area. In this paper the author will study the process of change. A team of several
persons, which includes the Prefectural governor, continued the activities for making Taipien’s publicity higher for
three years begginig in 2003. As the result, a TV program broadcasted this food all over the country, and it brought
about a turning point in Taipien. This success was supported greatly by the social trend that the nation had toward
healthful foods.
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