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Abstract
In this paper, it is proposed a new classification of cavea plan of Greek and Roman theaters through

observing 248 examples in situ.

Based on the new classification, the following three points are draw out ;

(1)the cavea plan shows various form, and therefore a traditional classification derived from Vitruvian
description would be no longer valid for comprehending the architectural development of the theaters,
(2)the most popular cavea type in Greek and Hellenistic world has a form from a segment of one circle
around the orchestra, an over-semicircle formed cavea and the unparalleled analemmata with the stage
building, (3)in the typical cavea type of Roman period, whereas ima cavea has a semicircle or a little
smaller than semicircle plan, media and summa cavea form a little larger than semicircle over parodoi, and
stage building and cavea are incorporated in one whole building. The semicircle plan of cavea was already
used in 2nd ¢.B.C. and was established as one type until the Augustan period in Italy, and after 1st. c.,
especially after later half the century, the plan is found out around the ancient Mediterranean world.
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