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DENTISTRY OF ANCIENT ROMAN ENPIRE (Part 1)

Aulus Cornelius Celsus—Encyclopedist, and his ‘‘De Medicina.”

Norinaga Moriyama, D.D.S., D.Med.Sc., F.1.C.D.

In the ancient Roman society, the Greeks had their leadership in the field of medicine and
dentistry. De Medicina, compiled by Aulus Cornelius Celsus as the second book of a voluminous
encyclopedia, had its significance as the first medical book ever written in the Latin language.

Though we have to confront with many myths concerning the character of Celsus, it is rea-
sonably inferred by various proofs, that he was not a practitioner of medicine, and that he had
literary talent and also, as head of a rich noble family, had experiences of exerting medical
care for his family and slaves. He had also translated various Greek medical books and pre-
scriptions, which were compiled in eight books of medicine.

De Medicina had such a great important value from the historical viewpoint that it became
one of the first printed books ever printed in Florence immediately after the invention of modern
printing.

The present author investigated the original in Latin, later English and German translations,
and the works on Celsus and De Medicina by various authors. The bibliographical approach
to the motive and scope of De Medicina, which reflected the status of medical, and especially
dental care in the first century A.D. is described in detail in this report.

The Japanese translations of dentistry in De Medicina will be published in the nearest future

in part 2 of this report.
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