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A PIONEERING MOVEMENT OF THE TOKYO HONJO DENTAL ASSOCIATION

ON SCHOOL DENTAL HEALTH AND PUBLIC ORAL HYGIENE.,

Norinaga MORIYAMA, D.D.S., D.M.Sc., F.I1.C.D. Tokyo, Japan

Around 1915, a group of dentists of the Honjo
Dental Association undertook the caries prevention
campaign for the primary school children, and
named the volunteers themselves as “bottle-brush
club”. Among them were Drs. Yoshitsugu Irie, Teiji
Igarashi and Yoshio Ogura who later became the
leader of th Japan and the Tokyo Dental Association.

When the Tokyo City Dental Association was in-
augurated in 1920, the Honjo branch held a big
Dental Hygiene Exhibit from September 20 to
October 8 (Fig. 1).

They were very enthusiastic for such a project,
because the education of dental hygiene for the
general public had closely connected to the expansion
of their professional rights.

In 1923 formal appointment for school dentists in
Honjo-ward, City of Tokyo, ensued which was the
begining of the Honjo School Dentists’ Association.

This organization immediately developed a unique
public dental health program “The Day of Good
Teeth”. School dentists preliminarily selected a boy
and a girl contestant from each class who had a
good, healthy dentition. Then on November 17,
1925, the final contest was performed by five pro-

minent professors and specialists at the Honjo Higher

Primary School (Now Ryogoku Junior High School)
under the sponsorship of the Honjo Dental Association
and Honjo School Dentists’ Association.

Those who were admitted to pass the contest were
officially commended and medals of “The Day of
Good Teeth” were given to them (Fig. 2).

This program attracted the attention of the jour-
nalism, and three major news-papers unanimously
praised this as “the world first program”, and this
really became the fore-runner of the “Caries Preven-
tion Day” which was started by the Japan Dental
Association in 1928.

Figure 3, 4 shows the automobile parade of the
caries prevention day and the members of the Honjo
Dental Association in 1936.

On November 23, 1966, the Honjo Dental Asso-
ciation-celebrated her fiftieth anniversary at Hotel
New Ohtani. In memory of the effort of pioneering
achievement on school dental health program the
Association constracted a monument of “The Day
of Good Teeth” in the site of the then Honjo Higher
Primary School on October the tenth, 1968.

The manuscript of the epitaph was written by Dr.
Yoshitsugu Irie (Fig 6).
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