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On the Curriculum, Text-Books, Faculties etc. of the Takayama Dental College

Masayasu Hasegawa, Norinaga Moriyama, Tatsuya Ishikawa,

Ichiro Takazoe and Keijiro Takagi,

Tokyo Dental College

Read before the 13th Annnal Meeting of the Japan Sociesy of Dental History, October 19, 1985, Tokyo.

Since the National Licensure Law was pro-
mulgated by the New Meiji Government,
Japanese dental education walked very diffi-
cult way. “Kojunkai” among the apprentices
of Dr. Einosuke Obata, Japan’s first licenced
dentist, Shikwa-Kyowakai and Shikwa-Dan-
wakai have started with the character of the
preparation to licensure. The latter two have
had meetings monthly, and later issued mon-
thly magazines. In 1888, Tokyo Dental Spe-
cialists’ School was inaugurated, however, it
was discontinued within the next year.

Dr. Kisai Takayama, founder of the Taka-
yama Dental College, was a samurai of the
Okayama-clan. By the order of his feudal lord
he was scheduled to study abroad. But being
confronted with the Meiji Innovation, after
graduated from the Keio Gijuku (University),
he studied to the United States privately in
1872. By chance he met Dr. Van DenBurgh
and was recommended to study dentistry
under him.

After having passed the state board exami-
nation and having come back to Japan in
1878, he began his practice in Ginza, center
of Tokyo. He was so successful socially, and
prominent among the then dental society, the

Ministry of Imperial Household invited him

as the dentist of honor for the Royal Family.

Motivated by his high ideals in dental
education, and considering the social status of
Japan where the dental schools were most
urgently in necessity, he made up his mind
to establish a high standard educational in-
stitution - Takayama Dental College. Having
purchased the former Spanish consulate neigh-
boring his residence in Isarago, Shiba-ku,
Tokyo, and repaired the building and equip-
ped as a dental school, he inaugurated the
College formally in January 1890. (Fig. 1, 2)

Originally the curriculum was a U.S. style
four academic year, however, only 9 appli-
cants were enrolled into the College in
January. Therefore, he was persuaded to
change his initial school curriculum to con-
form the needs of the then dental applicants,
namely, two academic years with one multiple
class lecture system. ‘Number of students rea-
ched 85 in July of the same year. Every
conspicuous efforts were exerted concentrating
for the purpose of passing the national licen-
sure examination. (Tab. 1, 2)

Dental text-books written in Japanese before
1980 were very scarce. There were only
“Newer Theory of Preserving Teeth, 2 Vols.”
by Dr. Takayama (1881), “Garretson’s Oral
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Surgery” translated by Drs. Kawada and
Otsuki, Vol. 1 (1885), Vol. 2 (1887), Dr.
Takayama’s “Essentials in Dental Pharma-
cology” (1886), and the translation of ‘“Pa-
reidt’s Compendium of Dentistry” by Dr. Y.
Kobayashi (1889) etc. (Tab. 3)

In such a circumstance, the lectures were
given orally by the translation of foreign text-
books, and the students wrote them in note-
books. Naturally the complaints for such in-
conveniences made it necessary to print these
lectures. “The Takayama Dental College Lec-
ture-Notes” were thus issued monthly from
October 1890 to September 1892, totally 24
volumes. (The detailed bibliography of this
consecutively published lecture-notes will be
described in the following thesis, seperately).

Parallel efforts in publishing dental text-
books in Japanese were made by the faculty.
They were as the following. “Atlas of the
Histology of the Teeth” (Jan. 1891), “Atlas
of the Fifth Cranial Nerve” (July 1891),
“Operative Dentistry” (Aug. 1892), ‘“Essen-
tials of Dentistry” and ‘“Mechanical Dentistry”
(Sépt. 1892), “Dental Metallurgy” (Jan.
1893), and “Dental Pharmacology” (March.
1895). (Tab. 3)

Beside these, quarterly journal “Shikwa-
Igaku-Sodan” (metaphrased as Multiple Opi-
nions in Dentistry) started publication from
October 1895. This was the forerunner of the
present-day “Shikwa-Gakuho”, official publica-
tion of the Tokyo Dental College, which
became a monthly journal since 1900. (Fig. 3)

Faculty of the college when started in

January 1890 were six. Drs. Kisai Takayama,

< Explanation of Figures and Tables>

Fig. 1. Dr. Kisai Takayama

Fig. 2. School Building of Takayama Dental College
Fig. 3. The First Number of Shikwa-Igaku-Sodan

Oct. 1895
Fig. 4. Certificate of Graduation No. 1.

Matsujiro Aoyama, Gentaro Uryu, Tadashi
Wada, Yasushi Araya and pharmaceucist
Eijiro Koizumi. In May 1891, Atsuhiko Kata-
yama, D.D.S., came back from the Ohio
College of Dental Surgery, and began lectur-
ing mechanical (prosthetic) dentistry.

The faculty of the college, just before the
first commencement performed in June 1895,
were shown in Table 4,

After that, the following persons joined to
the faculty until march 1900. Drs. Teizo Iwali,
Yukichi Kajiki, Shyunzo Ito, Hideyo Noguchi,
Rinpei Kodama (medical doctors), and as
dentists, Drs. Tamao Fujishima, Daisuke No-
mura, Umejiro Yamamura, Morinosuke Chi-
waki, and Takejiro Hirose. It had been a
popular story that Dr. Hideyo Noguchi, the
then poor applicant of the medical licensure,
was assisted by Dr. Chiwaki, superintendent
of the college, later became a world famous
bacteriologist.

Before the first commencement, the passing
of the licensure examination was the actual
graduation of this College. The number of the
students who passed the examination were 4
in April and 5 in October 1981, 8 in April
and 7 in October 1892, 9 in April and 5 in
October 1893, 7 each in April and October
1894, and which totalled 51 licencees. The
number of students in April 1895 were 115.

In summing up, the total students enrolled
during 1890-1900 were 542, and those who
graduated the College after 1895 were 53,
And the total licencees from the College rea-
ched up to 173.

Tab. 1. Original Curriculum of the Takayama Dental

College.

Tab. 2. Time-Table of Lectures.

Tab. 3. Text-Books and Date of Publication.
Tab. 4. Faculties and Staff of the College.
Tab. 5. Expenses of Students.
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