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Fig. 1 Portrait of Dr. Morinosuke Chiwaki
(ca. 30 yrs.)
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Fig. 2 Tokyo Microscopical College and Dr.
Chinkichi Tohyama
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Fig. 3 Lecture hall of the Tokyo Microscopical

College (Courtesy of Prof. M. Yatsu)
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Fig. 4 Chiwaki Dental Clinic (right)and Tokyo
Dental College as of March 1901. (The
old building of samurai-residence style
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was repaired for the class-rooms and
clinic.)
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ON THE CURRICULUM, TEXT-BOOKS, FACULTIES etc.
OF THE TOKYO DENTAL COLLEGE

Masayasu Hasegawa, Norinaga Moriyama, Tatsuya Ishikawa & Ichiro Takazoe,

Tokyo Dental College

(Read before the 14 th Scientific Meeting of the Japan Society of Dental History, October 18, 1986,

at the Tohoku Dentel College, Koriyama)

Takayama Dental College was inaugurated by
Dr. Kisai Takayama in 1890 and had been the
only reliable dental educational institution in Japan
in the middle of Meiji ara (1868-1912). Total
students matriculated till 1900 were 542, however,
strange to say, only 53 graduated from the school
during 1895-1899. Those who passed the national
licensure examination have summed up to 173,
which meant the actual graduation.

Because the social backgrond then was not
mature enough and owing principally to the econo-
mical difficulty, Dr. Takayama had made up his
mind to mandate the school to Dr. Morinosuke
Chiwaki in December, 1899. He had entered Dr.
Takayama’s school in 1893, passed the licensure in
1895, and since then, had been appointed as
lecturer and superintendent of the school.

Dr. Chiwaki renamed the school Tokyo Dental
College, borrowed the lecture room of the Tokyo

Microscopical College of Kanda-Ogawacho after

sun-set, and started the new school from February I,
1900. He also began dental practice in Misakicho,
Kanda. He must move his lecture room again
in September to the Taisei Middle School in
Misakicho.

Happily he could purchase by chance a neigh-
boring building, of course by loans, next January,
and repaired the interior of the old building of
the Samurai-residence style. Thus an independent
lecure rooms and Chiwaki Dental Clinic were born.
Owing to the increase of the students, another class
room was constructed in July, 1901, during the
summer vacation.

Besides the school building, exellent faculties
and good text-books were Dr. Chiwaki’s utmost
concern. He had laid special importance to reinforce
the education of fundamental medicine to his stu-
dents. He also issued a lecture-notes punctually,
with the help of Dr. Tsurukichi Okumura as chief

editor, not only for the out-students but also for
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the students matriculated to grade up the teaching
standard.

In 1905 a school-system legislation on the
standardization of colleges was promulgated. Accor-
dingly, he amended the school-curriculum to two
and a half years for the future elevation of his sch-
ool to the college standard.

Just about the same year, Tokyo Municipal
Government made a large scale municipal street
expansion plan and a big money was paid to him
to compensate a part of his school site. He, of
course, refunded the debt which was necessary to
purchase the original school building, and sent Dr.
Okumura to the Pennsylania College of Dental
Surgery for study in the summer of 1904.

The faculty proper of the school as of 1900
were Drs. T. Hirose, T. Okumura, (graduates of
Takayama Dental College) and Drs. U. Fukazawa
(Hayakawa), T. Muto (graduated March 1900),
Drs. K. Hanazawa, K. Mizuno & T. Kawakami
(graduated 1902, 1903, 1907 respectively.) In 1903,
Dr. Kazuo Sato who came back from the United
States was invited as a professor.

Many professors of the medical schools, pro-
minent medical doctors and practising dentists, some
of whom studied abroad, were invited as lecturers
in their respective fields.

Lecture-notes of the school were issued consecuti-
vely, first series 1900-1901, second series 1902-1904
and third series starting 1907 just prior to the

elevation of the school to the college standard. These
program, for the promotion of standard of lectures
were one of the main policies of Dr. Chiwaki’s
successful management of his school, scientifically as
well as economically. Of course, his faculties publis-
hed many good textbooks successively in accordance
with the lecture-notes and the school’s official
periodical “Shikwa-Gakuho”.

As soon as Dr. Okumura’s return from Pennsyl-
vania, Dr. Chiwaki renovated the school system to
three years begining from September 1906, appoin-
ting Dr. Okumura the superintendent of the school.

With the assistance of Dr. Okumura and other
faculties, Dr. Chiwaki worked meticulously with the
plan to elevate his school up to the college standard.
In the summer of 1905, he began the construction
of the new two storied wooden school building and
his dental clinic which were planned by his long-
time friend and lecturer of the school Matsunosuke
Moriyama, B. Eng., brother in law of Dr. Takayama.
New modern building was completed in March
1906.

Just this fall of 1906, the Dentists’ law was
promulgated, and dentistry became an idependent
profession in Japan, apart from the medical pro-
fession. No dental school existed qualified as college
standard. Dr. Chiwaki’s Tokyo Dental College appli-
ed to the Ministry of Education in the spring of
1907 and it was granted in September 12, 1907, as

the first college standard dental school in Japan.
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