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After finishing the description on anatomy and
embryology, and in describing the ethiology and
treatment of oral diseases, Skinner stressed speci-
fically the importance of cleansing the teeth and
gum to combat against various diseases of the
teeth and mouth. Admitting hot and cold as
the causative agent for decay in one hand, he
evaluated in the other the harmfulness of me-
rcury, which means the advancement of the

theory from the classic pathological concept to-
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ward the modern interpretation. However, the
method of treatment was nothing but the foil
filling into carious cavity or extraction of teeth.

It was his advantage that he had laid the
foundation of his theory of caries on the “septic
acid”, resembling to the nitric acid, after
consulting with the opinion of the specialist in
chemistry when the authority of that era like
John Hunter or Joseph Fox expressed the in-

flammation theory of caries.
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