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Ladies and gentlemen,
| am very honoured and happy to be here today.

| am a fourth-year student at Tsuda College. I'm going to
study at the University of Edinburgh as an exchange student,
with a special interest in Psychology and Biology. | would like
to thank everyone who helped me gain such a wonderful
opportunity.

My interest in human psychology has been stimulated by an
experience related to Fukushima. Last year | volunteered to
translate poems which were written by children there. The
experience inspired me to study human emotions because
the translation required me not just to change words. | also
had to interpret what the writers intended. For example,
the place name “Fukushima” appeared in their poems many
times, but each “Fukushima” had a different meaning. There
was “Fukushima” expressing fear, “Fukushima” expressing

attachment, and “Fukushima” expressing hope. So | had
to translate these intentions, too, and this experience has
increased my interest in human feelings, especially with
relation to the way stressful events can influence one’s sense
of identity.

Studying abroad seems very challenging because | have
never before lived in an English-speaking country. However,
my language preparation and my deep interest in human
psychology will help me make the most of this chance. |
sincerely hope that this wonderful
study-abroad opportunity will not
only be a big step toward graduate
school study for me myself, but
will also allow me to contribute to
others.

Thank you again.
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