® REK T34

Contemporary India Forum
Quarterly Review

2013 &F EZFS No.18

YN\ DA FEMDGAB & BENTEEER
Visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and
the Summit Meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Mr. Abe

W W GMEEEET D7)

Reflections on Japan
FDOBEXE

Vikas Swarup (Consul General of India)

HEIZRRIZCFE %!
Qual ity; that's exactly what Japan-India relations need
BA B (AEMEEABRM TR AHAIAE)

Ak ARHEEA HERL
THE JAPAN-INDIA ASSOCIATION

http://www japan—india.com/ AR




XOARGEHHE O S S FEOE ML, ARMENEAN BB BITAE LET.
XOMEWHRHEII AL LET, GIAOBIL, HFHITERR L T ZE W)
X N4 -#MAFOREGAFIL, HHlE L THMOFEE TEL L TWET,
XOBUEAFEDHAGERIL, EEPFERAL T2 60520 FFHEBL THET,
XA, REEEAORMTHY | LEITHEEIZH £,

X TEA ZREEL, ARMHEIEANRBHR5ICA =L TERED < EEN,

E-mail: partner@japan—india. com

B TERA VRT3 —F HIZHOWNWT) &, BHARCEWET,

BRA BT+ =75 H 1875 20134 EF75
AT N R MmEN AR B

FATHT NIEMETEN HEIHS

T 103-0025
HOUHER P R X B AR5 IT 2-1-14
TEL: 03(5640)7604  FAX: 03(5640)1576

W2 AMETARRLOR 110 EH 2 Tev 2 £ LT-, FHEO THBIEHEH L ET &
iz, A% e TR CHEOR., BREWHEL BT £,
RFEHF -FHER TR




IUEN- DAY FEHDEFE E BHERNSER

Visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and
the Summit Meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Mr. Abe

NBE EEHT OT7H AET TR BE
N

BER#H: NELERE>

———

[ZL&®HIZ

5H 29 H, ZFEL, SHFP O~ AT A FEH E ORI CEMESRATT
ST, AREIOSHIE, MEMOM TIThbns “EHOEMERE TH 7223, RV E
TRERBRBEEERT D DI 7=, FMOmEY BEIBHRIL, T8, & L < k-1
LTETWD, TOERE L THERM LA AL, RFKEEZERETHA 0 ROETIHE
K. ERZAB LEEWVBENEZ AT 21, A FOANLZERIZEIT 5 /G EADLE
%L ZETH D, Fo, BETDLHABGRE XX TS ERS . W EBUT KO O BE
BERE72 1 Cide <. MEORMEESCKRT e EOHEME, FITIX, ke R0
EThHO, ZhvbE, HIZEHETHD, 272 L, HEIBEMRIZOWTHRE T RE Z L,
2005 LIRS, (FIZEE, BN AR L CE RS R EI T CE VDI ETHD, 2
DR EMREROM AT, MERMR OB L B L 72 E T, B2tk
WML 72D Z EHENH L, IO EED DI ERBIANAREEAEEEE5 &
IEEN LRI L TE L, ZOEWRIZEBWT, HEMERE ML, JER LRERT 5 mE
OWHIBRDIFEN 1 & o TETLEEZDHTHS D,

ARETIX, ABEIOY CEMEFFR OMZEIZ O X, HEIEMSROREZ .0 & UTRIT



THELEBHIZ ﬁ@@%ﬁu:&n ZIANT 72 G ORI HOW TR 720, 7o, AR,
BRIZOT 28 03, EEOMARR M TH - T, HARBUNUIIEE & LT
%Ji’\ﬁ_%@f TN EZTOR L BT TEEL,

. FROER

1. BEA, filn7=L360 . AEIFITIE 2005 4ELLCK, M A 2170, BiKa
REITHOTETCND, HIRIOEREMETIE, 2011 45 12 A RICEF HRE CYHF) 231
RZFRIESNTBRIZ  EFH E DM TITo 72 b D Th o 70, 2012 F-OERHZFRIZ DN T
X, YWl [F4E 11 A 16 BIZHR T s TETH 7208, TEZO BICRERLHiE
BSNAZ &2 HANCHKESIL, Y EMHOHIT—HE DD E o7,

2. 0%, BARIZBWTITZENBNNL LT, R, 2»aThrb HHEIBEGROE
P 2 ff 2 7R RS ICHRAR ST e, 2006 4, ZfERELE U gM E O TIThhveE
MM TIE, FEIRRIZ RIS 7 0 — b = hF—2 oy 7| Th 5 L HEFR SN, B
TR L EREEE & RF BT ORFIZEBWT, BfRE —@E ST T\ &) BHEIE
BRI N, £o, B 2007, A > FEHF SNSRI, 1 > FESIZBW
T, 12 2OWDOEH Y (Confluence of Two Seas) | & W) FEECTHEGLAITV. HEIEEMR
TR TR ATREME A FD 7= “EMBR TH D Z &, BMOEARIEA > ROFIZETH Y |
BRVA V RIZAARORIGECTHLHZ ., £ LT, HEIBO A= F— o7k, HRHER
FEE, EAMAMEOREE L o L HARPSIE S . ISR L 2 T 0/6TH D
e RRP SN, ZOEBIT. EOHICEONIZA v FOESHEE DT 2 DHI2H T,
2L DEBREOLELE B X, FTORBIAEATHELOTH D,

3. LREWNFNIER LT-ESE 12 AR, ZEREIE Y B L O THEFRREITV. W
[EBASR DO EENM A BERT 5 & & bIZ, W OHFEN LW EHEAFIALTE
MEREAT D Z L T8 LT, £D%, MEOHZYR/FTY EMORH ARRIZOE
BE, ATV SRR AZ 5 H2T A6 30 AL 952 &, HRITEMSKEZ 29 HIZ
TOZENRELIZOTH D,

I. LUEHEDHHEBRE B

1. ARl Y UEMHE, 2= RAL EDICHABIFOAREESMEZRF L LTH H 27
H2 5 30 HECHiH Lz, E7-252AF8T79 29 HIZ T4, [FIH TR, KE Gk
TOHEBIR., £72. FHYZNLERFLLE OB THA » REMERMMTONTZ, T Dk,
WM, SEFEFEH CBFRIR) ~OBL 2TV, o, MEMLHEWDO T, JUREEA
YRREEE T Ry UBEHA o R, FEREET L A A b e = SRt
(710 {BEM) DAL DEL ZATo T, BT, HHIE YRR =X =X T 4 —TF A



(BLF) 2013 OHFE#HE THHIKARMAEERE L INLY = R—=F h T3 —VBRN5FE
T =T LAOHREENEH SN, 2Ok, HEIBMRIE AN, AikE 510 80 4 %
T TSP B S ) B S vz,

<BER#: RELHR=E>

2. ZoORTHO 5 A 28 H, v EMIT. HEHES GRESR) . BRGHEER ETR
FEER) . RV eHiER S (FEC, &Il TamaR) 0 =& Mg TIThi o iiES I HE
L. HHIBRO A EREE BT A A —F 217 o7, ZOF T maHik, [R5
PN Z DFELWEZFIR Lz 1971 LSRR A ARIFFRAD IR A ENTND Z L2 H L
EF7ev, WEREGRSER LERT D EITROETHY, A U ROFHELTIZIO 9
EMBHLTCELHETLDH D, 40, AEBMREEZRBRICHREE L7 Z ST E &
D LR, SEFEO HEIBROEL-IERIL, v EHO Y =4 —2 v T OB Th
HLEESoTHBE TR, YO EHOZOSE L, MRS AEERAZER L T
T ERBEPOERICET LOTHA D, 2B, BEOEMEHELZE U T, ZFHEL
EVUBEMORICIE, BAMNREREE AEOBSRSHEE S CRBY . 28 BEIZiX, FH
DEMWMERE L OARBESZ AN, BERIEIREL, VU ERIREEZRFEL TS
A RX— "R BE TSI,

3. F7o. BHAMED, YrEMIE, BRSNS KRR 29 RAFR) . SRR ESE
KE (29 BF#) | 1L A AREE B A5 ARE (28 AR (T H 7 R ER AR (29 H )
ICXDRBEXT T,

. BENENSROBE R VT

1. BERNEAROHREZDMEDT

(M Seicfibin/= B0, SEOHIEMESRIL, ZERELE VU EH E OB TIThil==
EHOEMERTH Y, 2006 FIZliE OB THEICEESINZTHA » RESH) 70—



IV N— Ny T ORBELD THERTL2LD Lot 42 Nk, HH, BRE
T, AR, EOXE L W o T ARNNEZ AT 27 V7 OKETHY | i
., ERESICRBT AFERE HE RSS2 b 5, AEIEEZ, MAOGRER
HOOFISITIR > T2 TRE ST OB BT 7 U7 il &k CEER S 0 FEF &
MR DMERE, RIS 2T ClHA EAT > COK BB D 5. AR N
7 a— L= =y 7R, 2O XD RFERICES<bOTHY . ARIOEMK
LR TH, BIRODEIZOWTERMNM TN,

(2) BFZ DWW TIRBRT 223, SEIOEMEETIE, Z< OEMEMRBREHE T, KE
RN ZERDT- L E 2 L5, —BlexFnd, BUGLEREO S Cix, —EMi Fit
[FEIF 2 ERICHE 2 EIFCE L T 2 &, 72, HRERFAMEICE L, 24
FAEZ AT W N L S E 5 2 & RIFDH T, A > NSRBI 5 mlgaE 2B Ui
EN R CTHEL FEMT D2 LSOV T & Lz, 25 EWFR b h o WEE
EEOWARETHY  HEIBBRAZ ZF THRALIFEL TV D Z & 2R T H O
Thb,

Q) HENM O IEL BEIC v MY w7 OBERE A 2 FZRI 7t ) A HEET D B IC & 5,
IS EFEBRICHED TV BT, Dt WX OB 22D 21 TR e
BRI 72 RRE 2 SRR L T To D DBLIERI R B ) BB & 70 2 A TR D 1 Ik
T, 2O LS 7 v A TREL 22 2 WEOBHRIYE B8 THEs Sz, 5+
AUE, SEIOEMEROEIL, APPRHR ER -7 Z ¢ 2 EE L2 Z & TR, T
LA, A%OFNOFEEZI BN L, WEOBRY /0N BRI E¥EA LD BT,
FIZ ML T 72D E L R BRI ERZFEIC LI Z ERZDOMRThH -T2
Elbhd, TOERT, LVEEROIISHO 70 —T v 7 ThbHELE R D,

<BERH#: ABRLHR=E>




2. BNZROEMRMHER
(DXELERFMEETD A > FEHEAR
W OA > REFIRICOWTIE, A4 | BRETEREDLERRICBNT,

WELEIZ HFIEZSRINL 60 JAFEZ A 72 2 & b E 2, TEHITERNITHmEETOA > B
RGN 2 FZBS 5 5 TR 2T O Z BRI, ARIOEMIK T, 11 AR
2D 12 AFIDEI, WEETICEE S LTA o REMERIMIET 5 Lo LT 2 &
T L7, METIZOWTIE, 1960 £, EXNFETAROFIEE LTA > Ra @b
SRR 8 D N (2 D%, 62 FE RN TEEITA » RICBIL B Y ) . AEDOHEFGM 2
FHA UL, REEFWET & L TOMOERIR L 20 | AETHEIMEICE > T, %
SRR RSB REL 2S5 5,

Q) BUaR 2 RESFICE T 5N

BB 2RIES BV TR, BRI ER TR & 22558 & 03T T OMMH
B LB . IRERONES - i\ o D 2+2, HKED 3 I [EWR. Y1 S — k.
WHERTEES) . ZNHDE L, 22 2FE bV OMICHBENIZ LD THY . BUAL
BLRIE D5 B 3\ T A i [E [ %t 5E & BRBEN LT L T D0 &2~ b DT
HD, SRIOEMEERICB O THEERMIT. ZNOOXFEOEREEAEDL, 5% & b FEi
LT Z&T—H LT,

Eo. W LEBEHEKE A 2 NEE S OO ZERERFIBIZOWT, 5%, ZhaeE
IR OBBICFE T 2 2 & Th—E L7, HEIRICTIX, 2012 4F 6 A, ¥ LA fkx &
A v N & OF—BEEFIFIF A FEGE ph T S e, A%, 5 EHEE I A 5
HNZAT 5 <, MEMECTEEZIT-> TS Z &Il b,

BT, B AROREERATHE (US-2) 24 > FAUDNEANT D IR EZ R T 2 ~< | WE
M CARIEESS (W6 NEREIND Z & Lotz <, [AWEEIE ORI AR
H7ZIEENC DX, WEM CREZITI TETH D,

Z OO, WEME, W EORZ T LR R IR & O CEEEFIR FE i S TE TV D
TR LT,

QREARFHIHIZE FT5H%HAN

HEIR 0 B4R 7 582610 28 12> n Tk, 2010 4, —EMOR 7 HHE
SEVEISBIAA S FL, 2010 426 H . 9 H KON 11 A DFF 3 IO MThizb DD, i
PIRE, IERZR QB IBAME S A TV 7R, SEIO FINESTRTIE, e o R 25
T RBENESE TN Z e THE AT, 5%, BRNR AV a— Vo0
THREEZITV, RBEED TN Z E2iRAbH D,
) BEPFIZHIT B0

Felctinie LB Y | ARIOEMEHE, MEREMT L S, A b r =5 E
(710 f&M) ORHASINES Svlz, £lo, BEFREL Y U EHIcH L, T4 RL



BRI NA T T 38— RIEE (7 = — X 2) | (177 (B1) B I% 5 ERERAR T
Niz, TNBHIZOE, Y UEHENOIX, BAROWINIH T D#tFEnR R 5, T4
AV Rix, BROMERORROZEE L 72> Tk Y| 2012 FOxbA > SRS
FERIL, 3,000 B A X 7, ZEHREENRIILTND &0, VA > RIZHARDOF]
WTHD, ARL LTIEA Y FORFERTEZ I EHE IR L TV ELTH D,

AV FOEESHEICEA L TIX, U EHEND BAROHFEIR S AT JMZOWNTEWEE
ARSI NI, BIE, A v FICBIT 2 mESGE OB E LT, TN HN > T
W5, SRIOEMZHETIE, 205 BIROELENENE SITND AL NA T — R
HN— REBUZOWT, HEICTHFEFAEZFEM L T\ 2 EMRES N, BARDH
HRER S AT LA FICEA S LiUE, WEMOBRIE L Z R TRBERA55, BEXR
m7mY 7 NChHDHID, FEBUTIT TR T XEME S ZIRICbe 5, AIFHE
DFEMEIL, A > RIZL 2 HAROFHHEAICEERE RO O TIEZRW A, HEIFEFE
THEPRAEEEEZITo TN 2 LI o72DlE, —DOOE®SLAETHL LT
259,

Flo, ZOMDA T FREIELE LT, WMEMIET, 7V — A3 HPEE KRB/
(DMIC) e N2 DHEZE T 5 EW R Sk R 51l DFC) N EFEITER L TWHZ L%
BoAL, 2, Fx oA AN u— VHUIOBRREIZOWT, GfENRREG~ A ¥ —
T UREEENERL TS Z 2L, A > RORFMREIL, KEST Rk
BI2RERAREZ 726 LTWER, EERIERTHLZLHHD ., 2 b KHE
TR OHEFEERHETI TH D Z LA 2 ROBBOR SRy 71T >TnD E W) g
iz, KESTTMEZEET 24 > 7 728 MHTHZLI2E 0, A 2 ROWHEEEB
LI, ERHEEISHEORSL Z EnMIfFID,

Zoofth, RERFEEROE IR DR A 1IN DL BEFREND > U EFICH L,
EVRA -y F T EEBU, AV FOREIREZBTL LI miEzT oL e b
(2, Al BB E i O— B OMHREMEZ f T 2 BB iz, 4> RICEHT 5 EAR
EERIL, T, BER 100 HO_R—2ATHEINLTEHEY ., 50 1,000 thick &2 9 &
LCW5, FFRC, MEOMICIE, FEEERERBENRS DL LIIALNTH D,
VXA F U 7EORY ML, BEIRGIZE o TORRE LA S, £z, AR
NHA LV RAOEEERET H72DITIE, 4 2 NIZBIT 5 BV AREO—f@ D%,
BRI, el Bl o & m COMBREMN S| S \BETH Y . A > RIS
HME T 2 L T S ERBETH 5,

B) NI RATFIZE T 51

HENREFRIZ, ITFREEAICHER LTV D23, AR D 708 B DAL
Wi, EREEERBOSMA D 5, SEIOEHESRIZBNT, ﬁﬁ%ﬁ#%V/é
FRICKRT Uy BARDEDERPEEIE (JENESYS2. )12k 0. A > FAFDER 1,200 4%



ARICHFFLIEWERE L, o, ZFRENS U EMRICRH L, A > FLBRF
NA T T R—= R OA » RIERFAMNKFZ Y v SV TN AR D D &5l & & T-o
TN Z &, BIZE, T RFBICE L, BARFERFESFICHEK L T HE
MbDHZEEEE L, YUOEHNLIE, BARESEZHEOSHIZBOTEWELE
BLTWDLZ LIZHZHENRI ST,

(6) Hhig R RE R N HIEKARAZRARE I D LN T D

AEOEMRESRICBW TR, FiRo &> 2 FEMoMEE & b, HugiBE & O
BB OMBEIC O W T higim SNz, Bz, mEmiE, EBRECE S BrEcBT
HHATORMEL MR T L & HIC, K7 U7 Eidaik (EAS) IZBA L, ASEAN ¥iHE~
=T MEREA OBMESEZ BN Lz, Z o, gk, 77 0=2 % JLrlfE,
T O, [ELE), HRBEGESTOWN bR LT,

V. ZEDRE

1. Ubko by, A4EoHHIEMSRTIE BAWDEHZ OV Tl @ id S RE 72 5 AL
HaziTo & &bz, BRI EZED T ZEREE SN, ROKE2HH
1. ZRERBOEITH L0, FORMICONWTIL, 5%, MEOHNZEL— F T %
1ToTW Z &z b,

2. FTRETOM., WEOBRYRIT, 5EOEMEROEREZT, He ORI ZRTHE
STV EDDENEIT- TN 2 LT D, BAMICE 213, @il 54t
RIFHE OEMSTIEC OV TRINCAE L, ZhEBbT 52 L. /T AWMEC 20T,
BEWEAT - TN T & BEEFRITHE (US-2) I[2 B3 2 S RVEEM a2 Bl sr s iP5 2
LETHD, ICH, T Y — Ao MEEKBIRMEEICE T 5 RN T r Ve 7 K
B ED TV 2 &, 2 FERNTHRN LT RIS AR i E O FEhi & LT,
B DR NI EZ T L TS 2 &R E | ATIRE T LIEFH,

3. INHIFWVTR LR LTRSS RMEETIEAR W, WEE W EOEEIZ & - TIRENR
BREATH BN THNUIH DT E, ZOEBOT OITHRR T N8 & MEITL < 722
Do AEIOEMER AR T, 2012 FFIZ[EAMBINL 60 JEAEZ MR T A A > FERIZ, #ric
IR~ R D - EFHMCE L S, L L, TOEMBMbNL DA %O T 1
TRCBWTCTH D, HhE FICHNIHED T 7201iE, mEOBR S HE N EME
RO REERIZ 7+ —7T v 7 L, BERRERZSTWOL O OB ) ik L T
SHERDHA D,

(201346 H 20 H)



W B (E £ L)

1990 FAMEE AN

AE T, WEIZBOR AL RIRBEEORIRE. S5 RIEHRR,
TOTRACRT T REE B AN FRE THE,

2003 AEFEKERMEE, 2010 EAET 7 H = A X o RKFEEIZEME,
2012 A= 8 A 75 Bilik,

_10_



Reflections on Japan

DB AXRE

Vikas Swarup

Consulate General of India

(Extracted from an address given by Consul General Vikas Swarup to members of the

Osaka Prefectural Government participating in Osaka Fumin Juku on May 23, 2013)

My talk today is titled ‘Reflections on Japan’. I must confess, at the very outset, that this
is a difficult and complex topic. Because Japan is a complex and enigmatic nation. It is a
culture of subtlety and contradictions, oppositions at once in conflict and harmony; city
and mountain; castle and pachinko; skyscraper and waterfall; kimono and karaoke; neon
and cherry-blossom; beauty and brokenness; speed and stillness; solitude and crowd;

shadow and light; past and future.

When my wife Aparna and I and our two sons first arrived in Japan on the 5™ of August
2009, we arrived after postings in Turkey, US, UK, Ethiopia and South Africa. We
thought we had seen everything, done everything. Yes, we did have an image of Japan
in our minds. We expected a technological wonderland of science and innovation. We
expected bright lights, impressive skylines, superfast trains, sakura and Mount Fuji.
What we did not expect was two hundred year old wooden houses, thousand year old

festivals, hot and humid summers, and the most amazing people on this planet.

Of course there were quite a few culture shocks as well. First of all, I didn’t expect the
Japanese to be so reluctant to speak in English. The day we arrived in Osaka, we spent
half an hour in a supermarket just trying to make the shopkeeper understand we wanted
salt. An Indian who also came on the same flight with us saw all these people in masks
and asked me: “Why does Japan have so many doctors?” I took a lift down from the
Consulate office on the tenth floor and was momentarily stumped to find that there was

no ground floor.

Over the months and years, Japan continued to surprise me. Almost every week brought a
new discovery of some ancient temple or lovely museum. But something else happened
too. The things I once deemed exotic and strange became to appear common and normal.
I melted into the fabric of everyday Japanese life. Japan began to feel like home, it

became our home.
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Unfortunately diplomats are global nomads and every three years or so we have to move.

So now, as we are preparing to leave the place we called home for so long, we are
overwhelmed by memories and emotions. We now realize how much we will miss Japan.

This country grows on you. Simply because Japan, like India, is unique.

India is unique because of its sheer diversity, its antiquity, its complexity, and sheer
numbers. Japan is unique because of its homogeneity and its extraordinary culture.
Possibly nothing has been more influential in bringing about this uniqueness than the
period of over two hundred years of national seclusion that Japan entered during the 17th
century. During this time, the Japanese were forbidden on pain of death to travel abroad
or engage in trade with foreign countries and foreigners were also not allowed to enter
Japan. This gave Japanese culture the opportunity to develop independently of foreign

influences, leading to a truly unique culture.

We have experienced this fascinating culture everywhere, whether in spotting geishas in
Kyoto’s Gion district or Obachans in Tenjinbashi; catching a sumo tournament in Osaka
or interacting with a ninja, visiting a wonderful museum or climbing up a castle; admiring
a wood block print or browsing through Manga; enjoying sushi or sampling fine sake,

witnessing a Noh performance or marveling at a Kabuki spectacle.

I believe a society is defined by the values which underpin its culture. And Japan has a
very cohesive society with strong values and ethics.

I read a comment by a Japanese professor saying that while Westerners are digital, the
Japanese are analogue. Whereas Western people are individuals who have intrinsic merit
of their own and who do not feel the need to define themselves in terms of other people,
Japanese can only operate as part of a larger system, like one hand on the face of an

analogue clock, only of value when in a relationship with somebody or something else.

This is what accounts for Japan being one of the safest places on earth. In my last posting
I slept with eight locks, two grills, and sensor beams and alarms all around the house.
Here, quite often, we go out for a stroll with the front door unlocked. I see women
riding their bikes in the middle of the night. Toddlers are left in unlocked cars while
their moms duck into stores. Five-year-olds walk home from school unsupervised and
alone, crossing four-lane roads when the crosswalk light turns green. Safety is paramount.

So much so that even the deer in Todaiji have learnt to bow!

_12_



But what really amazes me, though, is that even if you misplace your wallet on a train or
a bus, you have a very good chance of getting it back. Many of my Japanese friends ask
me why don’t [ write a novel about Japan. I tell them that all my novels involve some kind
of transference. Somebody’s briefcase full of cash gets in the hands of someone else;
somebody’s diamond ring falls into the hands of someone else. That is what moves my
plot forward. But in Japan, even if I deliberately drop my wallet on the road, someone will

pick it up and run after me to return it. So how will my story move?

My wife Aparna misplaced her cellphone in the Unzen National Park. We tried to search
for it and did not find it. But two hours later we got a call from the police and a policeman
personally came to our hotel to return the cellphone which a Japanese tourist had

deposited with the nearest koban.

That is why the most amazing thing about Japan is its people. The people I have met here
are some of the nicest, most genuine people I have ever met in my life. Their kindness and
manners are forever imprinted on our hearts. If you ask a passing stranger if they know
where a particular shop is and if they don’t immediately know the answer, they’ll often
start researching the subject on your behalf, whipping out their smartphones to locate it
using Google maps or calling up their friends for advice. And after peering at maps and
placing phone calls, they’ll personally escort you to the place, even if it happens to be half

a kilometer away!

In a way the entire basis of Japanese culture is to make the other feel comfortable. I am
told that preserving or maintaining the ‘Wa’, which means ‘harmony’, is of the utmost
importance in Japan. For this reason, being loud, and disturbing others around you, is
frowned upon. No one blows car horns in a traffic jam. No one writes graffiti on the walls.
No one litters the streets. Everyone respects other people and just minds their own
business. This is why people are always so quiet on trains, so peacefully patiently
waiting in lines, so polite whenever you enter their store, and so punctual in arriving in
time for meetings and parties. In the rest of the world, punctuality is defined as “the art

of waiting for others who are unpunctual”! In Japan, it is sacred.

Another thing that has struck me about Japan is the lack of public fighting. In fact, it is
extremely rare to hear a Japanese even criticizing another person publicly, let alone

pushing or hitting someone.
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I think that the respect shown by Japanese, young and old, to the environment they live in

and the people around them is a beautiful thing and is partly what makes Japan so great.

No matter where, when, or how we dealt with Japanese people in our daily life, they
always showed us their best side, to ensure that we feel comfortable and have a pleasant

interaction.

That is why Japan excels in customer service. The little exchanges — the warm, moist
serviettes before a meal, the complementary cups of tea, the warm smiles you receive
upon entering a shop, the refusal to accept a tip. These little details are very much the
norm in Japan because this is a detail oriented country. They insist on doing things
properly and precisely. There are rules for everything. How to cut that perfect slice of
sashimi. How to make that perfect bowl of tea. How to place that twig in an ikebana
flower arrangement. How to make that perfect stroke in a sumi-e painting. Many
Japanese wrapping techniques are as intricate as origami, making the wrapping almost

as important as the gift itself.

In fact gift-giving is a natural part of Japanese culture. One of the first visitors I received
on arriving in Osaka was the police Inspector of the local ward. Now in most countries if
an inspector comes to visit, he will only bring handcuffs. But this Japanese inspector
brought me a gift, a delicious pack of grapes. I believe generosity is an ingrained and

essential component of the cultural being of the Japanese.

Another thing I’m fascinated with is the Japanese love for tradition and ceremony. And
living like a local over an extended period of time has enabled us to experience all the
traditional events and activities associated with different times of the year. There is a time
for viewing cherry-blossoms, a time to go swimming in the sea, a time for looking at the
harvest moon, a time for throwing beans to keep demons away, and a time for placing
little piles of salt outside your home (also, to keep demons away). There is a day to
celebrate your boy children, one for your girl children, and one for the elderly. And then
there are the matsuris. There is also no shortage of festivities in Japan. Japanese people
love gatherings and celebrations. We have seen so many matsuris, from the Snow Festival
in Sapporo to the Gion festival in Kyoto to the Tenjin Matsuri in Osaka. And we

especially enjoy the hanabi in summer, in particular the spectacular fireworks.

Iftradition is seamlessly integrated into the daily life of the people, then so is religion, just

like in India. Even in the busiest street or in the middle of a rural backwater, you will find
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a temple or a shrine. Kyoto alone has 1600 temples and 400 shrines which are oases of
peace and tranquility. And whenever I’ve stopped by a local temple or shrine I have found
someone pausing for a moment of prayer. It’s a bit ronic that in hyper technological

Japan with its fast paced lifestyle, people still find time to feed their souls.

From religion also springs the Japanese sense of beauty. As J. Stanley Baker said, for the
Japanese, beauty is ‘an inseparable part of life itself.” In India we say Satyam Shivam

Sundaram. Truth is Beauty. In Japan they say, Beauty is Truth.

Japan has been blessed with abundant natural beauty. What we have enjoyed the most in
our stay has been the opportunity to see some of the natural wonders of Japan from
amazing volcanoes to gorgeous lakes, gorges, waterfalls, beaches, hot springs and
even sand dunes (like in Tottori) and whirlpools (like in Naruto). We’ve also seen
plenty of Japan’s man made wonders, from the world’s longest suspension bridge in
Akashi, to the world’s tallest tower (Sky Tree), to one of the world’s fastest
supercomputers (‘K’ installed at the RIKEN Advanced Institute for Computational

Science campus in Kobe), biggest aquariums and ferris wheels.

We have especially enjoyed the four seasons in Japan, where spring means flowers and
cherry blossom, a stunning display of soft shades and colour, autumn is a colourful
contrast, painting hillsides in red, gold, bronze and yellow, winter is a time of snow and

eating mikan oranges and summer is a time to hit the beaches.

The natural beauty of Japan is unsurpassed, from its luminous mountains to its tranquil
country side. How can we ever forget the sight of the rose-coloured sun dipping into the
horizon, the soft, white billowing clouds swaying across Mount Fuji, walking under the
pink canopy of Cherry Blossoms on Philosopher’s Path, the historic Torii gate at
Miyajima rising out of a blue sea, or the magic of sitting in an outdoor hot spring bath

overlooking mist covered hills.

The natural beauty of Japan is miniaturized and brought down to human scale in the
formal garden. And we were fortunate to see quite a few from the Ritsurin in Takamatsu
to Adachi and Yuushien in Matsue. And we’ve become complete fans of the Zen

gardens of Japan, such as those at Ryoanji, Daitokuji, Tenryuji, Nanzenji and Tofukuji.

What is amazing about Japanese culture is that it has taken the natural beauty in the world
around it to develop and perfect an inner beauty, a distinct sense of aesthetics. Today,

scholars use terms like wabi sabi, mono no aware, and ma, to explain how Japanese
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attitudes towards nature have influenced their art and culture. Each of these aesthetics
depicts a different kind of beauty, often describing beauty found in unexpected forms.
Wabi sabi represents rustic and desolate beauty, the worship of the imperfect, the natural,
like Bizenyaki; mono no aware refers to a fleeting, varying beauty. The sakura or cherry
blossom tree is the epitome of this conception of beauty; and ma to an empty or formless
beauty, manifest in Japanese living architecture, garden design, music, flower
arrangements (Ikebana) and poetry. By defining beauty through these aesthetics, Japan
has generated an awareness of the beauty of nature not typically found in other societies,
especially in sprawling urban settings. What is more, it has applied this aesthetic to all
fields of culture: in arts like poetry and calligraphy; through rituals such as the ancient tea

ceremony; and in contemporary urban life, consumer goods and architecture.

The Japanese look for the ‘Beauty of the Moment’ in everything, whether it is watching
a sunrise or holding a cup of tea in the correct way, the stroke of a brush to paper, or a
perfect cut of a blade. Even the humble bento box becomes a work of art. Compare that

to the bland wrapping of a Burger King.

The sense of Japanese aesthetics is best seen in Japanese food, another reason why we
love Japan. The Japanese treat good food with reverence and there is great excitement in
Japan around seasonal foods. In the spring you will likely stop by a teahouse for some
matcha and seasonal wagashi, in the summer you can’t miss the abundance of unagi
(eel) in restaurants, in the fall and winter you will be warmed by oden. Food in Japan
is celebrated and treated as much more than a source of nourishment. There is a strong
emphasis on invoking the sensual experience of eating not just in the way of taste, touch
and smell, but also sight. The Japanese firmly believe that you eat with your eyes
first. We especially admire the minimalist tradition of Japanese cuisine where less is
usually more. Space on a clean, white dish can be as beautiful as the delectable

portions of sashimi the chef doles out.

If Tokyo has the highest number of restaurants in the world, Japan also has the most
vending machines per capita. These nifty machines sell everything - fresh eggs, flowers,
live seafood, cigarettes, ties, hot food, hot drinks, batteries, toys, electronics, popcorn,
fresh milk and juice, ice, beer, wine, spirits, sake, ice cream, fresh vegetables, sacks of

rice, the list could go on and on.

And that is because technology is embedded in the Japanese lifestyle, from the first bullet

trains in the world to cell phones whose screens double up as TVs, to the amazing toilets
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with heated seat and array of buttons which do everything for you. Almost all modern
buildings are completely earthquake proof. There are multistory robot-operated parking
garages, touchscreen menus at many bars and restaurants, paperless check in at airports,

instant translation via phone, home vacuum robots, and even square watermelons!

Japanese cities are also some of the most organized in the world. They are the cleanest
cities I have ever seen, even though I hardly see a trashcan. They cater to all sections of
society, from five star hotels to business hotels to capsule hotels. From luxury malls to

the ubiquitous convenience stores and the 100 yen shops.

Public transportation in Japan is out of this world. Essentially, one can travel to just
about anywhere in Japan using some form of public transportation that is quick,
convenient, practical and always on time. The amazing postal and parcel service of

Japan is another marvel, delivering just about anything to anywhere - all over Japan.

Another thing I’ve observed in Japan is a sense of contentment. In general, people don’t
flaunt their wealth and very few ask about other people’s income. It’s not that Japanese
people are disgusted by wealth; it’s just not a high priority for many people. We have a
phrase in Hindi called ninyanvey ka pher, the Cycle of 99. When we have 99, we want to
add one more to make it three digits. When we get to 999 we want to add one more to
make it four digits and so on endlessly. In Japan, most people seem to be out of this rat

race, living by a different value system.

Let me illustrate this with a true story. When I first moved into my new house in Kobe in
2009, I hosted a housewarming party. One of the guests was my deputy, Mr. Tripathi. He
arrived at the JR Sumiyoshi station by train from Osaka and then got into a taxi.
Unfortunately, the taxi driver did not understand English very well, so when Mr. Tripathi
asked him to take him to the house of the Indian Consul General, he took him to the house
of the Indonesian Consul General! Anyway he realized his mistake and brought him to
my house ten minutes later. The bill came to 1,700 yen, but the taxi driver said he will
only take 1000 yen as he had first taken him to the wrong address. So Mr. Tripathi paid
him 1,000 Yen. An hour later, the taxi driver returned to my house and asked to see Mr.
Tripathi. I thought Mr. Tripathi must have left his umbrella or briefcase in the taxi and the
driver has come to return it. Instead the driver took out the 1,000 yen note and asked Mr.
Tripathi to take it back. Mr. Tripathi said he would not take it. Then the taxi driver said,
“Sir, my conscience has been killing me for accepting money from you. It was my duty to

bring you to the right address the very first time and I failed in that duty. For one hour I
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have not been able to drive this taxi. If you don’t take back the money, I might never drive

a taxi again.”

Now this kind of taxi driver can only be found in Japan. Because this is a society that
still believes in honor and devotion to duty. To these I can add the values of honesty,
loyalty, sharing and sacrifice. The whole world saw the best qualities of Japan during
the triple crisis of March 2011. Japanese people stayed calm in the face of disaster,
making sure to help each other through the earthquake and tsunami that demolished
several towns. Despite the harsh conditions, there was no panic or hysteria. No
complaining or fighting. No looting or stealing of the sort seen in other countries after a

natural disaster.

No wonder, anyone who comes to Japan, falls in love with it. And everyone goes back
with a story of everyday generosity and kindness that is typical of the Japanese - the old
man who walked a tourist all the way to a station, the innkeeper who chased a group for
half an hour to return a torch left by one of the guests, the Obachan on the train who

shared her snacks and infectious laugh.

So the rest of the world has much to learn from Japan besides sushi and video games and
Pokemon cartoons. Japan shows us how to become modern while maintaining traditional
values. Japan shows us how to perform your duty with decency and honor. These
enduring values may well be the most valuable way in which Japan can offer leadership

to the 21st century world.

Even as we are leaving Japan, we are taking a little bit of Japan with us, in the form of
memories and mementoes. My wife has been diligently using her Visa card to buy her

favourite Japanese things, from sumi-e ink to wasabi.

We will miss the castles and shrines of Japan, the hanami and the hot springs, the

ubiquitous vending machines and the amazing Toto toilets.
But what we will remember most about Japan is the sense of peace.
There is a famous haiku by Fuhaku:

“So very still, even
cherry blossoms are not stirred
by the temple bell.”
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This is the image of Japan I will take with me. Nature. Temples. Cherry Blossoms. And
perfect serenity.

In this hectic, crowded world it is rare to experience perfect serenity. We received this
perfect serenity in Japan.

And that is something no Visa card can buy.

Bio—Profile] Vikas Swarup
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