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Young Melville in Mardi — (1)

— Deprived and Disenchanted —

Hiroshi IGARASHI

Abstract

Melville’s marriage in conjunction with his roving experiences in the Pacific became a backdrop for his third
book, Mardi, which is the longest and most voluminous of his works. The plot, characters, and scenes of Mardi are
for the most part fictitious and have some allegorical and symbolic meanings. The young writer’s marriage provided

a thematic basis for this allegorical romance, in which the protagonist vainly seeks a lost, ideal purity.

1. [FLC®IC

N—= e X)L 1) (Herman Melville, 1819-1891)
DODEIE [~—T 4 — F2ToMiE] (Mardi: and a
Voyage Thither, 1849) 1%, fOLZFE/Frh T d KW IEM
THY, A2 [74 - RY A7 OH4E % H
MR Tl (Typee; ov, a Peep at Polynesian Life, 1846) &
[+ o6 ——THHEOEWK] (Omoo: A  Narrative of
Adventures in the South Seas, 1847) %&b ¥ 12LLED4y
B/Ob 5, HMICERTHANTATY, O [£—E 4 -
T 4 w7 —fiil (Moby-Dick; ov, The Whale, 1851) »%
135F2EFTHL2DII LT, =T 4] 13195FE THe <.

ZORWERERAR CHIZY, £F [v—7T 1] #
EOWRCTHDHANT 4 VOFIE L ZDHBROEFE S ED &
IRLDThH-oTerEBERL, EREEODO—H1E L
7200,

1.1 #EEeHE

WA e [ 4 E—] LE2{E [44—] OB DIE
e L TORSHRBRAIZE I N—~ VX, 28 DAEEH
(8H1H) 2z -EBOISATHE 8 AU K L 72,
HFE, LZIE (514 E—] OMERICZ DL INT

Wi YFa—vy VINREFHFEEYSaxL - v
a— (Lemuel Shaw, 1781-1861) O— AR V) A
(Elizabeth Knapp Shaw, 1822-1906) T, &/ \—~ >
Diifinny >~ (Helen) OK1ZH 1257z,

INAL =V Toma— e NIy —MNnohFFTDTrN
v 7T 3BEEDOKITE LTz, 2 ANF=a—3—7
INER A — o= — (Albany) ITRFOK T vy v — 7
(Lansingburgh) i@H->72\—<>DHRT, "—< DR
BERELRD S OFFIEEFICA-720, 1+ A%DIAH
Kk, mRV I 21)V - ¥ a—o&RE 2207k
N—=h, BT 7> (Allan Melville, Jr., 1823-1872)
EHFEITHEA L= —a—7THiv oy ¥ U OERIZ AV
TAN—FKEBTH@L:, ZLT, £ I TH—~7KRHE,
7o vRE, BIUOANLY 4 VRORE (Maria Gansevoort
Melville, 1791-1872) & 4 A @ fifi & (Helen, Augusta,
Catherine, Frances) 73—#&IZE S 3 & W5 KFHEAERE D
BEoD, 2Oy ¥ TOREERFIZISS0E9 A
QIR TABY A

[~—F 4] 1%, O\ IVOEETESIED S
NEREINT-OTH 2D, =2y 8L TR
BWEE, AV T4 niFary FYolEY gy v L —
(John Murray) %8712, XD X 5 2FHK (1847410529
Hff) #2FHwTws,

20084 6 H 9 HAz#

x 1 RV RFUGREF RIS K AEAE v o~ ¥ — IR EE (The General Education Center, Shimizu, The School of Marine Science and
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[ CORBRICOWT, FilehARKr#Ed Ty
(IFL—=] »oDfEETTHN, o BlOMIL Y
FETT). ZOHLWIERICEE<HF LY — U EH
i, HERBIE @M 2o 12RIEL D b o & BBREE
WHDIZEDLERVWET 0O ZDORNBHEIRTE %,
o ED LI EWREZTHAD, LRARERED,
b L L7z 5B TREDOK, % OEE Tlzi3mEFIch
MT&ETWwsTL x5 ]. (Iam engaged upon another
book of South Sea Adventure (continued from, tho’
wholly independent of, “Omoo”) —The new work will
enter into scenes altogether new, & will, I think,
possess more interest than the former, which treated
of subjects comparatively trite... I can not say certainly
when the book will be ready for the press—but prob-
ably the latter part of the coming Spring—perhaps
later —possibly not until Fall—but by that time, cer-
tainly.)?

BHEIZ S e Ly ol Rit Bz FICER O = E
X, HEODI— DRIy 2V AEEEREL, &
BICFDEIZAFNVD~Y Y s B2 - 7). (Pierre
was now engaged in a comprehensive compacted
work, to whose speedy completion two tremendous
motives unitedly impelled; —the burning desire to
deliver what he thought to be new, or at least miser-
ably neglected Truth to the world; and the prospective
menace of being absolutely penniless, unless by the
sale of his book, he could realize money... warned
again and again to economize to the uttermost, Pierre
did not dare to purchase any additional warmth...
Often, Isabel insisted upon his having a separate stove
to himself; but Pierre would not listen to such a thing...
Over his boots are his moccasins; over his ordinary
coat is his surtout; and over that, a cloak of Isabel’
s. — Pierre, Books XXI-XXII, pp. 283-301.)%

ANVT 4 IVOHBEREDFTIRIEZ—VIE, D

ZDEIWCEIIEErHRETTHLEL2E VBRI BOT, ZDDOHOENEIZ 2 L5 10k>TH, B
T, ANVT 4 VIZEFENCE R L, [RDICP NLhEF OBMENR S THRTY, 7Y ARARHFEFELILZTH, H
Mo, FEFEEZSRNEEL O RS2 28 E A FICHEHU THELRETTEY,

(circumstances paramount to every other consideration,
force me to regard my literary affairs in a strong
pecuniary light)® WA XETIDFRERHED L L 5T
w5,

¥ (Allan Melvill, 1782-1832) 2SZFEFE LKL THE
FEAZ LTcTz 8, AT 4 VFRITREFINCHE L VIRIIC b -
Jo. TLTERELTCTE2a—LIzEZE 2, EHIAD
BWAILT 4 Vi3, BED~ Ny Y U TERERLEIRL
KIS [v—=T 4] OPFEEEDT, EOL) PRAF
[ATFEDOX L ABFEDZ, RIFFFICHIATL, KDZWERE
T, KEWCEE-T [v—7 1] #Fwiz] (Winters of
47 & 48 he worked very hard at his books—sat in a
room without fire—wrapped up—wrote Mardi...)? &&

[Z225 L7 TdH, SOMWMziE, AREHELEET,
WOBEYADL LS R, WETHLY LT g o~
VAEEL LB TE ol bd | IEHBHKELE
I—MZEFEFHS>TEIRXEZENLLWDLRAT, Zh
28, pOTHEIC [BVFOE] 2w BT bR E
FHredDH» ? |... would he, he could not now be entertain-
ingly and profitably shallow in some pellucid and
merry romance... Ah! shivering thus day after day in
his wrappers and cloaks, is this the warm lad that
once sung to the world of the Tropical Summer? —
Pierre, Book XXII, pp. 305-306.)

XL TWBED, ZORFOBERIE ANV T 2 WVIXE T EXNVT 4 VIFHEA TV B,

o> — — k] (Pierre; o7, The Ambiguities, 1852)
DOHT, HED SHEICHTELFFFRE = —VICFEL
T, UTo LS intns,

[ — VIZIAEPH D b DHEEE S - EfM D $hEEIC
WOMATOIR, 2 DDOKXZEHED SR OEPH
REEREZESN TV, 1213, HiltkEERY, Hrb
LWZEIZINETHZAT SN T o e HE R
BB Z TV EWIRZIID X S BACRTHY, wE 1
DU, WORDPFTNTBEEFICTERFIE—XEL
W5 W RN o AT 270 — )i
BEAZEVWEZI Lol HOEMADA N—7%
FOREREA VIV VRLUERLIZD, Ex—1
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Flz, [v—7 4] oFTiF

VTV ICADEHIIESD 5, HH D2 Bk
ZOoPLBIREL ST 55 ODMTEZAN 5 A
DWFENM Z 2 255, Tk Z OMME TPED L 5 1@
&, [EKRIZBLOBZLEBESITHSL L1, FA
3, fER IV BHERINIRE LI BEETIE W]
(My cheek blanches white while I write; I start at the
scratch of my pen... in far fields I hear the song of the
reaper, while I slave and faint in this cell... like many
a monarch, I am less to be envied, than the veriest
hind in the land. — Mardi, Ch. 119, p. 368.)°
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[~—7x)] coFEEAVT 4V — (1) — R ELJE—

EWVSSHIITHS OPEETF I T WS,

EH1Z, EROBIHETTEINIZ T ) FRADFH
(184845 H 5 Hf) OXHE» S b, FEIE1EHD XV
ANVD [~—=T 1) BERREH AL I ENTE S,

[bo LRWFREELIREZOTIVNSHIBHET
ETHIELL TR Z ST ER A, WAARMEND Z
D AT SV, AEREPOEEFER & #E LTz 5>
TLEWE LU ---AFEAR R T IUE I B TGS %
fioTLZ2&W, W) DRFNEER T LRI AR
HE—UINTFICBTIN—VORKF =y 71207
NEPSTY, At L TELDIENTL WAk
FMOZERHEIIHEZDIENTERSZS>TLEVEL
7z 1. (I should write you a longer letter but I am very
busy to-day copying and cannot spare the time so you
must excuse it and all mistakes. I tore my sheet in two
by mistake thinking it was my copying... and if there
is no punctuation marks you must make them yourself
for when I copy I do not punctuate at all but leave it
for a final revision for Herman. I have got so used to
write without I cannot always think of it.)?

BB Lo 72 E 3T 2, ERANVY 4 VI IZFEH
DOFI D 57z, AFEME I > THROA —H A5 13 HED
KBRS, Z L UEIRR L EORROESE L KIEEFE
STz, BIBEBIEFEOZ) YRABFEoT, oy
TORFEEFEDOPT, LZREL LU TEIICEZLRNS
ANVT 4 VEHECRBEZZE ST, ThrEOL) PN
ALRDA —HAIPEEL NS [v—7 1] B5EES
NnNzOTH5.

1.2 FEEfEY EbhEDiEE

IS AR, AT 4 VICEIE EEEEES O L
STERZ EBBGICE L, 20O EXHMETS
POFELERIZLI:THELI ZEVEGICHERTE 2,
[~—7 4] oWEEOREIC, ZHREFEERXLE Gb¥
TRIHET T 28BS HETH LD, Cheficbigide
IERR T RELRDIES S ?

ZOBEICEFNENT, 7, LELELHFES A N—
DFERICEEH L,

[[fix] CoEBR~—T 1 DT XRTOFHE L FFEED
SRS NIz B ie 372 3 E AR L 1073, ZEH 5H 1%
EXTWBEHEIVERTHS] ([He] is exempt from
all the ills and evils of this miserable Mardi! ... the
dead whom ye deplore is happier than the living. —
Mardi, Ch. 99, p. 301.)®

CHEBCFEY 2T 5., T 65KFIE, B TfThinTw
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LEEERICATE, fECio T 2ILEICIZ D, LiE
WIXAEER D DffWeEAZBIC RS TS, 32 E18EIR
ZDEHTIRBED FICHBEZEDT 5. REBICEARIZ, [
#7295 5ERED]| (looked ill at ease) 2 A% [HhEb¥
12 (back to back) 377z¥ 7,

[#Fhr X, [EOFrETHEELL, L, ZTOHE
AZEoThkrRET D, N, A& TEFICEN]
(“By thy flowery gyves, oh bride, I make thee a wife;
and by thy burdensome stone, oh groom, I make thee
a husband. Live and be happy, both.” —ibid, p. 302.)

EED. ®UT, BEYFO TR

[LL<—T 4 ODFTNTOWELY, ZDL5fTb
Nizb T Tidw», BEAPILOFNLEDLWEER S H
D, 5 L7RE, MEAEEHBITTERLT Kk
LIS E2Z W, L on Uk Al D TiTbilk ]
(But not all nuptials in Mardi were like these. Others
were wedded with different rites; without the stone
and flowery gives. These were they who plighted their
troth with tears not smiles, and made responses in the
heart. —ibid.)

LFED.

IE LS 2 RE—RICIR 2 5 C OB 2 e bt E
IERT NE DS S 2 FANEITE 2> & /ER O LI
BHTTHT, ANVT4NVIE, FBATE L AL SRS
FWEES I E IS L 2L EFE 2 XD KL
Tz b Ligw, LHERTANERDIEH50?25H5
Wik, AV 4 VHEOIBIIEORTEbLNI: DD TH
D, Lo DFECR S o7z EHEITRE RO ?

AREOEHMIE, AVT 4 VOFEES & % D% OETE ED
E2%bDTHoTDI», FLTENBANT 4 VOVER
FERIZED LD AL RIZLI:OPE ORI ICHESL Z &

TR, ERORAIED SERIE2H TS 2 L1,
VRS O F BRI & B ififE cBIEE T 2 L iidh s
BWEEZBREZINOTHS, KEEEHRE LT 2R
WA T, ED [~—7 4] $EOTRO—DLLTH
ST LW HEERHRT AT TREASTH S, 1EROAE
RO 2 HERE T 2 2 & L RS O BN 3 & O
ERHlIX A D DTH 2 EEZIIF 2 59,

ZER LD &b OREENOEEIE, EmOA F—1 —
BEO—BRELTIRIONDIRETH S, [v—T4] ©
A=Y —DOFHNL, FEOVFTHDHS [ 25, ELnd
#4 Z— (Yillah) &V, BLOFREZNFLEDOREE
PR THLZFIANDED, "NAL—=—DLIRHL %
WU BTA 7 —3RBREBEATLE Y, [F] 3%kb
NIcBEDOFEROLTE AR UKD T LT 2, &»w)
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LOThb., TILA M=V —EHORAFUZFFASNT
W5 ZOBHE T AT B 55 E KE—RDIE L I1X, #E
BT 2ETHo IMBOBEREZHEEL TV LBERT 20
DN TH 5.

1.3 FEEICEHNT

WP 7% L OBIED~ YNy & THE LK 5 AV 4
ViE, HOY gy« vV —I2 T (18484 3 H25H1) %
Ex HIEORE ST L OHAEMELEZ T, RDLD
WEHBAL T3,

GIOLTHEIEBFRE LD THEDIE
ROFHEEEBILEZT 520 TT. IHUICE->T, X
RS TR, BEHz “RY Ay 7B Ro~ v R
ERBZTLE I ZRBH LVWbOT, Hi & bal
BT WRB AL DOFED LD g v 3. #l
ZIE A=) OLS MO L TYIEEIZEE D 925,
ZIhrouv A EFENILNY, KIHICEAL, H2
BRE b OWREIC R D £ T AR, vV X R
BEFEoTWET, ZLT, 5b¥TH62IE, Kkl
HEHD LS ZbDOTHY, BLRIULHELID RV
DTY]. (My object in now writing you... is to inform
you of a change in my determinations. To be blunt: the
work I shall next publish will in downright earnest
[be] a “Romance of Polynisian Adventure”... It is
something new I assure you, & original if nothing
more... It opens like a true narrative—like Omoo for
example, on ship board—& the romance & poetry of
the thing thence grow continually, till it becomes a
story wild enough I assure you & with a meaning too...
My instinct is to out with the Romance, & let me say
that instincts are prophetic, & better than acquired
wisdom...)*®

[~—7 1] 3R, HETRY 3>y 2V —TlE#%<
T, BIOHREY F v —F « x> b Y — (Richard Bent-
ley) 12 & - TI849% 3 AISHICHR S 7z 23, 2 DFHK
W [~—7 4] OLERS 2EFEST 272012, DD, Z
DIEERTANVT 4 VI U TRE L 72 2 & OfF
AEE L CHEFEICEETH S, BERS, AVT 4 NVEIO
FHRODT, [HEFMRHE] 57T 22 L k0 b [AEE
DBET LI EDHEBERTZEESTWEINSTHS.

~—7 4 BB ERIC, RREOHKE T HEFEN
NZ > ¥ % (Babbalanja) & [#RIEIE] ORFH T
by, FEOFO [FA] THLYMY Y (Taji) & [AKiE
ORAET, BN (R F21F [RBE] OofmT 5% %
WCATEIT 3., Lo T, "NNT oY v BNEIRT 210 =
7 (Serenia) TOF V) A MEDHEBEICTIERL, &
VT EEREDIY—T 4 FHEESREESG L TR ER T
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528 YDERIC, [~—T 1] o7 —=FE@mNEsNT
W3 ZENGInD,
ANT 4 VE [~—T 4] OFX (Preface) 12,

[V URNZ, KPFHETOMEICE Db 2 YREz 2 it
U720, o nind K% HETRZT S
niclzw, SEIIALICRY AY 7T Hiu v v X E2EN
THLTAT, 7427y arBEELLTZILEDSNR
TnhEdIhERTALIE57] (Not long ago, hav-
ing published two narratives of voyages in the Pacific,
which, in many quarters, were received with incredu-
lity, the thought occurred to me, of indeed writing a
romance of Polynesian adventure, and publishing it as
such ; to see whether, the fiction might not, possibly,
be received for a verity. — Mardi, Preface, p. xvii.)

cEW, (P4 E=-] L [X2=-11& /7>v7427va
Y74 7varOREETZDERED, [v—7T 1)
X, TFELPHE ORI 2RISRl Tws LIdE 2,
EOYEETH B, Lnd, 2213 [HHEW] NES
nTwnz,

RIET, ZOEBEO U ARFK, 7“0y, BIUE
BN o 0OFE» oFAaRE, [~—7 1) Ofsiwix
7, XVT 4 ViE—E a2 FnichroleOnEFEIHL T
W, — i<

E:

1) "—==rODOWF¥F ¥ AU — 1+ (Gansevoort Melville,
1815-1846) 1k Z DIFBEITIHIEL TH D, —F T OB T
ANT 4 VFEDEK ST b —~< A (Thomas Melville,
1830-1884) X165F DR SMFED & L THFICH Tz,

2) Merrell R. Davis and William H. Gilman eds., The
Letters of Herman Melville (New Haven: Yale Uni-
versity Press, 1960), p. 66.

3) ibid., p. 67.

4) Jay Leyda ed., The Melville Log (New York: Gordian
Press, 1969), p. 268.

5 [Ex—1] ®F F A ik Herman Melville, Pierre; o7,
The Ambiguities (Evanston and Chicago: Northwest-
ern University Press and The Newberry Library,
1971) 2L, B BJERT L.

6) [~—7 4] ®F* A b iZHerman Melville, Mardi: and
a Voyage Thither (Evanston and Chicago: Northwest-
ern University Press and The Newberry Library,
1968) Z{FAL, SIHCIETE L HHEET L.

7) Eleanor Melville Metcalf, Herman Melville: Cycle and
Epicycle (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, Pub-
lishers, 1970), p. 54.

8) [ 1 NORBEED - 72,

9) D.H. ov > (D. H. Lawrence, 1885-1930) @ [7 £
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[~—7 1] COEEANVT 40— (1) —FBER LW —

V) W BSCEERSE]  (Studies in Classic American Liter-

ature, 1924) F53HTH, FmAERY 2 SCEIEEECIE 2 <,
DOEBAIRSS L HE, HEE2ESE DD TH S5,
BE [N—~ « AVT 4D [F4E—] & [ 4
=11 T, ROXSHiEFHFENTNS,

[25mE DIE, TRIFFRIC, O b Lo THz- 2
VT 4 VFRIB L, RWERY O NI B[P T,
L, REOBRUZKDbY, Z L CLEO504F % i
ZLl7e.

WIIKIEWC LTI T 2B Tz, ¥4 E—KIZd
Swighrolz, HERIFZL S hhote, 7YY v A
Fhixvewnroiz, BEIRLLWIVIT T, KiX
BREMEO LS T, BEIRERZTEo7. NEIFIE
DEI%bDT, XFEBFTD DT DS D
FWCENTHELEFELDRELE R LD o7,

(At the age of twenty-five he came back to Home
and Mother... Melville came home to face out the
long rest of his life. He married and had an ecstasy
of a courtship and fifty years of disillusion.

He had just furnished his home with disillusions.
No more Typees. No more paradises, No more
Fayaways. A mother: a gorgon. A home: a torture
box. A wife: a thing with clay feet. Life: a sort of
disgrace. Fame: another disgrace, being patronized
by common snobs who just know how to read. —
Studies in Classic American Literature, Penguin
Books, 1971, p. 150.)

e Tovry 2 [ —n) wfithess s, [HEIS
BRI E 5T, £o &35 XD BIBIE>T., B
2 IERD Tz s | (Marriage was a  ghastly
disillusion to him, because he looked for perfect
marriage. —ibid, p.151.) £E VT W5,

VYA IO LS BHEORILZIR N THRnLL,
Fre (=7 4] WbBERL TRV, HOMEIE A
N 4 )V ORVEE E RO O—THDOEER Z RN T W5
EEFITHWT 5, 1220, HLEFTEHED—HD DLW
F—RETHL., LS, AVT A NVEIEZFERT
EEHMLTCT Y EY 7 7 v b RERE EEWTEY, #
DOFEIESTICIE, BR &, B BE, eI,
EE LT, LB EOMTOBESH»rNL TV L0
5THY, LK, WOFREFLRWNAIZ BT b ERE
TLLMIID o/ ThHH) LIETELINOTHD.

BHREFMH212OWT, AvTa it [v—7 4]
DOHFTROLHIWCIEERL TS,

1EHIE, FUCBIRES Lz 2 AOHEEDOHRENE
EFRFB RO TR Y, EbONEENGMLSTY
HE 2L WIHIFEHETH S, Y27 s (Juam) BE» 5ot
B ZERTERWR Yy oo (Donjalolo) Fii
2 N 1HHOEEH T B % B~ H L TN OEHR % 5%
» DL, 2 NOWEDOHwENFIZERZY, FUY > TH
WOZENTNPRER-IY Y TOEARERY, 1A
B EoYy IR, 51 AFAELIY > T 5FS
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Jgolz, ELOVPEENGPOTHET LN Y yun
ERFEBHL COIEFEENNT O [F7 5T BOD
DV =T %R EBDHDD, WHAARKHITHA AR
BELTWS, AvET 77—/ EBZDO0TE, WAL D
MhEWT, M7 HIELW] (I have seen this same
reef at Rafona. In various places, it is of various hues.
As for Zuma and Varnopi, both are Wrong, and both
are right. — Mardi, Ch. 82, p. 250.) & &> Z DIfEE
b 5, ZofERIE, EFEIFEL )\@?ﬂlﬁk BV Ay
2L0HIEEHBEL TS,

2, BEELZMN2ICOWTONETH S,
FHENNT OIS [HZ5bDFHOKE ST E
7t\a ] (things visible are but conceits of the eye —
ibid, Ch. 93, pp.283-284.) &£F 5 &, BEKR=EL
(Mohi) X [ LI XRTOD DKM &, AINEE
72 ? | (if all things are deceptive, tell us what is
truth? *lbld Ch. 93, p.284.) ERHS. T NF
Uit (OB, 2 OROATEE S N O RO
HBEDDORETE R ol»?2 L, bOMS%. %
ODMVEEBEALRZEZ LD bFEHBD D D72] (The
old interrogatory; did they not ask it when the world
began? But ask it no more... that question is more final
than any answer. —zbzd) EEZT, BEEZEICE
RKUBTE2HDTHS }:JX&)#

3EIEIE, [HEMRIEE L] (The more ignorant
the better. —ibid, Ch. 115, p. 355.) £ 5> T \NT Y
Y BFEL XU HNVRSY A4 Y 2 (banian tree) & 9 AD
BAOEMETH S, TAHROFSHHICZZEH S > Twn
T, ROV ENLE DG S 5L B> TWERYAT IV
KA Y2 OERE 9 AOFEADPIRD PA, ZhZhs
BN N I R 2 RRDOME—DFEIZ L FIRT 5. D%
D, EABZNZNOEREME—DEFERZ L FIRT 3.

ANVTANDT 4 7Y arEih T, HOFEET
HILEEHER T 201, BABRUAILVRT 4 Y 208
R 20U LS BTAROTERVES S
»n?

10) The Letters of Herman Melville, pp. 70-71. [ ] N®
FBIIRE Mo 72 b O,

S5
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