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The Churning of the Ocean as Quoted in Medical Books
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Abstract

The Churning of the Ocean (samudramanthana) is one of the most popular episodes in classical Indian myth. The
story also appears in Tibetan medical paintings as an illustration of the origin of the poison. The Tibetan version
contains some unique episodes and somewhat differs from the epic-purana versions; moreover, some parallel passages
of these episodes can be found in Indian medical books. By comparing these versions, we will be able to find another
tradition of the story, different from the tradition of the well-known epic-purana versions.
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Fig.1: Poison incarnate [Source: Baker and Shrestha
(1997) 80]

%8 &M 15 (2010)

B, A—vavr7 (¥YU7) OFro ZZNTHE
EHOHEYORIFEE TR T 77 —F bR oh
%12,
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nyi ma ’thon pa. [A5, C11]
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zla ba ’thon pa. [A4, C12]
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dbang phyug gis zla ba cod pan byas pa. [AS8, C13]
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lha gnas*. [A6, C3] *C: gnas pa.
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shing yongs ’du ’thon pa. [A4, C17]
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yongs ’du lhas khyer ba. [A13, C18]
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yongs 'du lhas spyi nor byas pa. [A9, C19]
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nor bu kos stu bhi 'thon pa. [A4, C21]
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lha mo dpal mo ’thon pa. [A4, C20]
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lha mo dpal mo dang nor bu kos stu bhi lha’i spyi nor
byas pa. [A6, C21]
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rta dang glang po che sa srung thon pa brgya byin gyis
bzhon pa byas pa. [A7, C16]
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chang gi lo rgyus. [A5, C23]
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chang lhas ’thung ba. [A9, C25]

FRIZBE 2 ERATZ.

B
Bedekar (1967) 1%, H¥RT 21 OFEYOFREE & HIR
DIEFF % i U T EP O{Z &AM A O BEMR 2 MET L T w
%% ZORTIE, HEOIEFIZIAS Tk way, i
7T —FDEARIGENL S THB, 121 L, HLDTT—
FEHETDIRELT TH T A EBERTERZRANT NS,
EVIORETE, EP TV 4 vy 2 X ZRBET LM77

37



THE A

VaIl—LFEOAAVA Mo NRHRZOEFEESH, Vv
2 X OELLRE S g n,

VUEREEHL 5 > # D fthod B T 1% Hayagriva #% rta mgrin
LFRahTBY, CARE FADOIGRM 1ZFRCIC Hayagriva
ZMZCTW32, ZOICIE Hayagriva Tl 7 < B0
P Twb (Fig.12H) OT [HEOREWE| LfEL .
thor thos I EP @ Ucchaihéravas T#H % 5. [Kih % 5F
HS 25| 1A > FHEED diggaja ¢, EP T34 >~ F 5
DI} Airavata ThH 5.

3.4. TLYIDEE

bdud rtsi bum pa gang ’thon. [A17; C35]

H—RO7 L) FBHBLT 5,

khyab ’jug gis* khyer te bros pa tshangs pas ’khor lo
’phangs ske bcad pa. [A18; C36] *A: gi.

Ta4 Y a XDFEo CkIT B E, TIT—WF v T EE
JFCHEEY) - 7.

bdud rtsi sar lhung bas a ru ra* byung ba. [A19; C37]
*A, D: a ru.

7L BHIEICED T, S uNT UL,

bdud rtsi khrag dang ’dres pa sar lhung bas sgog pa
byung ba. [A19; C38]
TAVIBIMER L 57 b ODBHIEICES T, => =27
£U7.

EE

EP T, 7AV I 2EBNESLS L LT —7DHEHEY
AV aZXPYNFEETH, TR T I I T 4
XOEEYIDFELT LIRS TWE, REIHTT T~ —
DMBLICIT D, Va4 ¥ a RIEO VIR E AR Db > T
5. LoL, TRIZESTNcERE2H 2, CALFA
DFFRCIZEP ICHLET [V 4y a XN T7—7DHE%EY)
ol LRXEBELTHE, HETS F ¥ 27 7 2%
TwBDIEFHeHLIT T 7~v—Th s (Fig.2&HR). 72
2L, HEUIDEESNTWIDONRY 4 ¥ 2 XM E D »iX
HIFIL D320,

LIAT, =r=70FICOVTS [/\BHEREE] 1<
SIS 2Rtk 23H %,

TR Y BRWAIET DI S e T — 7 O &
WCHEB T L)Y OfH, ==k 5721,

ZZTE, EPOALERUL, EHrlon/zDiE7 —
7 ThD, BNCRIEFCI [/\RHEE] ofiddix, <
DY > H OFBRICIEF I & =L Tz, b LHEHEDFE
CEARICEDIOWT WS LT 5801, 2ITEFRY MO
fEAICHEE D 5> =D TR W LIS N 5,

38

Fig.2: Brahma [Source: Baker and Shrestha (1997) 80]
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