
1

1111.... Expansion of searchable range and Japanese Expansion of searchable range and Japanese Expansion of searchable range and Japanese Expansion of searchable range and Japanese gazettegazettegazettegazette display display display display

function of Searching PAJ in the IPDLfunction of Searching PAJ in the IPDLfunction of Searching PAJ in the IPDLfunction of Searching PAJ in the IPDL

The searchable range of Searching PAJ in the IPDL (Industrial Property Digital Library)

has been expanded since March 2001.  Before the expansion, only the PAJ published after

1993 could be searched in the service.  This time, PAJ data from 1976 to 1992 have been

stored in Searching PAJ.  Now, all the PAJ published by CD-ROMs are available to search

by Searching PAJ in the IPDL.

The automated full text translation function “DETAIL” has been providing English text

information of Publication of Unexamined Patent Applications (the original gazette of PAJ).

This time, the Japanese gazette display function “JAPANESE” has been added, making it

possible to view images of Publication of Unexamined Patent Applications in Japanese.

Although searchable range of Searching PAJ has been expanded, the automated full text

translation function “DETAIL” can still be used for PAJ only published after 1993.

2222.... IntroducIntroducIntroducIntroduction of tion of tion of tion of new IPDL servicesnew IPDL servicesnew IPDL servicesnew IPDL services
        - - - - Patent Map Guidance Patent Map Guidance Patent Map Guidance Patent Map Guidance ((((EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish)))) & FI/F-term Search  & FI/F-term Search  & FI/F-term Search  & FI/F-term Search ((((EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish)))) - - - -

Since March 2001, we have started providing new English services, Patent Map Guidance

(English) and FI/F-term Search (English) in the IPDL.  We will introduce these new

services.



2

What is What is What is What is ““““FIFIFIFI””””????
File Index (FI) is a classification used to organize prior art search files in the JPO.

In Japan, some technologies are unique to Japan, and some technological developments

are more advanced than their counterparts in other countries.  For the reasons, if the

International Patent Classification (IPC) is adopted as it is, numerous patent documents will

be collected in some IPC classifications, and efficient searches will not be possible in some

technological fields.  Therefore, the JPO has subdivided and expanded the IPC into the FI,

to make prior art searches more efficient.

IPC is subdivided to add IPC-subdivision symbol (3-digits number) and/or file

discrimination symbol (alphabet).

What What What What isisisis    ““““F-termF-termF-termF-term””””????
File forming term (F-term) is the technical term for computerized searches of patent

documents, developed from multiple viewpoints in the JPO.

While the IPC is organized from single technical viewpoint, F-term is expanded or re-

organized the IPC, in some technological fields, from multiple technical viewpoints (purpose,

use, structure, materials, manufacturing method, method of processing and operation, means

of control, and so on).

Please note that since F-term has been created to improve search efficiency in some specific

technological fields, F-term does not cover all technologies.

F-term consists of a 5-digits theme code, a 2-digits viewpoint, and a 2-digits figure.

Example of FI: B 01 J 23/56, Example of FI: B 01 J 23/56, Example of FI: B 01 J 23/56, Example of FI: B 01 J 23/56, 301 301 301 301 AAAA

IPC-subdivisionIPC-subdivisionIPC-subdivisionIPC-subdivision
symbolsymbolsymbolsymbol

FFFFile discriminationile discriminationile discriminationile discrimination
symbolsymbolsymbolsymbol

Example of F-term: 4B027Example of F-term: 4B027Example of F-term: 4B027Example of F-term: 4B027 FBFBFBFB 21212121

Theme codeTheme codeTheme codeTheme code
(Standing for a

technological field)

View pointView pointView pointView point
(Material, method,

structure, etc.)

FigureFigureFigureFigure
(Subdividing

the view point)

IPCIPCIPCIPC
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FI and F-term are given to patent documents as the search keys for all years.  Therefore,
if you use the latest FI/F-term as the search key, patent documents in all years can be
searched just one operation.

Procedure Procedure Procedure Procedure ofofofof patent document searches using FI/F-term patent document searches using FI/F-term patent document searches using FI/F-term patent document searches using FI/F-term
When you search patent documents using FI/F-term, the following two-step operation

should be proceeded.

The following example explains brief search method of patent document using FI/F-

term.  The example shows searching method of the patent documents concerning

bending wood technology.

2.12.12.12.1 Searching method of Searching method of Searching method of Searching method of Patent Map Guidance (English)Patent Map Guidance (English)Patent Map Guidance (English)Patent Map Guidance (English)
The Patent Map Guidance (PMGS) enables you to look up the FI/F-term that corresponds

to the technology you want to investigate.  FI has hierarchical structure and you can refer to

FI from summary to detail, expanding from upper to lower level.  In this example, the FI of

wood bending technology is found, expanding from “B” to “B27H1/00”.

1. Click “Patent Map Guidance”
on the IPDL top page.

2. Click “FI” to find the FI corresponding to the
technology that you want to investigate(in this
example, wood bending technology).

1.1.1.1. Search FI/F-term corresponding to the technSearch FI/F-term corresponding to the technSearch FI/F-term corresponding to the technSearch FI/F-term corresponding to the technologologologological field ical field ical field ical field that you want to investigatethat you want to investigatethat you want to investigatethat you want to investigate

2.2.2.2. Search patent documents using thSearch patent documents using thSearch patent documents using thSearch patent documents using theeee FI/F-term FI/F-term FI/F-term FI/F-term
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3. Wood bending is one of the technology of
wood processing.  Section B “performing
operations” can include wood processing.
  Therefore, Click “B Section” to see more
detailed information of the section B

4. “Working wood” can include wood bending
technology.  Click “B27” to expand the FI “B27” to
lower level.

5. “Bending” under “Working wood” is relevant to
wood bending technology.  Click “B27H” to expand
the FI “B27H” to lower level.

6. “Bending　wood” is appropriate for wood bending
technology.  Click “1/00” to expand the FI to the
lowest level.

7. The FI “B” is expanded to one of the lowest levels, from “B” to “B27”,
“B27” to “B27H” and “B27H” to “B27H1/00”.
 The Patent Map Guidance (PMGS) indicates that the wood bending
technology can be searched by the FI “B27H1/00”.
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2.2 SSSSearching method ofearching method ofearching method ofearching method of FI/F-term Search  FI/F-term Search  FI/F-term Search  FI/F-term Search ((((EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish))))
After referring to the FI/F-term by the PMGS, you can search the patent documents using

the FI/F-term.

 

8. Click “FI/F-term Search” on
the IPDL top page.

9. You can input publication year as an
additional condition, to limit search
range.

10. Input FI “B27H1/00” to search patent document
corresponding to bending wood technology.
 FI/F-term is the essential requirement for
searching.

12. Click “List” to see
the hit list.

11. 8 documents are
found by the search
condition.
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13. Hit list is displayed.  Click
“JP05-008202A(1993)” to see the
PAJ document corresponding to
the publication number.

14. Click “DETAIL" to see English
information of the original gazette of
the PAJ via automated full text
translation function.

15. Click “Japanese” to see the
original Japanese gazette of
the PAJ.

16. Legal status is indicated
at the bottom of each PAJ.
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3333 Correction of incorrect Correction of incorrect Correction of incorrect Correction of incorrect years of the years of the years of the years of the claim of priorityclaim of priorityclaim of priorityclaim of priority in the PAJ in the PAJ in the PAJ in the PAJ
As we reported in PAJ News No. 18, there were some incorrect data in the years of the

claim of priority, in the PAJ published in 2000.

The incorrect data have been corrected now.

PAJ CD-ROMsPAJ CD-ROMsPAJ CD-ROMsPAJ CD-ROMs containing incorrect data  containing incorrect data  containing incorrect data  containing incorrect data ((((7777 CD-ROMs CD-ROMs CD-ROMs CD-ROMs))))

2000-4[64] MIJP0001PAJ [12-000001/12-032800]

2000-5[65] MIJP0002PAJ [12-032801/12-064900]

2000-6[66] MIJP0003PAJ [12-064901/12-092900]

2000-7[67] MIJP0004PAJ [12-092901/12-125600]

2000-8[68] MIJP0005PAJ [12-125601/12-152700]

2000-9[69] MIJP0006PAJ [12-152701/12-184800]

2000-10[70] MIJP0007PAJ [12-184801/12-209900]

Revised versions of these 7 CD-ROMs have already been issued and sent to patent

authorities in Japan and abroad.  PAJ/CD-ROM users are kindly requested to replace these

7 CD-ROMs with the revised versions corresponding to the same volume numbers. To avoid

confusion, please reject the old CD-ROMs containing the incorrect data.

Corrected data have already been stored in the Searching PAJ in the IPDL.

17. Automated full text translation of the
original gazette of the PAJ is displayed by
clicking “DETAIL”.

18. The original Japanese gazette of the PAJ
is displayed by clicking “JAPANESE”.
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