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Table 1.

Observational notes of the female oval squid during experimental period.

Date Behavior Number of Number of  Number of

(1993) spermatophores capsules eggs
May 27 (Newly captured) 2 — —
May 31 Spawning 0 57 339
June 8 Mating and spawning 33 64 372
June 16 Mating and spawning 33+11 102 601

*; The observation was uneble.
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Synopsis

On the Multiple Copulations of the Oval Squid, Sepioteuthis lessoniana

Yozo Waba

To observe their copulation in captivity, a pair of the matured oval squids, Sepioteuthis lessoniana was reared at

one pen during the period from May 27 to June 16 1993.

eight days.

The famale squid spawned three times at intervals of

The first spawning was observed on May 31 and this spawning did not require any copulation, while two old

spermatophores have been lost.

The second spawning occurred on June 8 and shortly after 33 spermatophores

were newly found on the lip.  This observation suggests that the second spawning took place after mating at the

pen.

On June 16, one mating was observed, then three minutes later the third spwning initiated. Through this
mating Il spermatopores were newly attached by the male at a different spot, in intensive maner, around the lip.
These results indicate that the oval squids commonly make multiple copulations as well as spawnings during the

spawnig season.
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