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Dear Ms. Rachel Carson,

When Iread “A Fable for Tomorrow™ |, I did not believe that your warning was given to the world as early as in 1962 because
it seems as if you were talking at this moment.

In Fujisawa where I live, there is a 16.2 hectare forest called Shinbayashi Park. It used to be a favorite playground for all the
children. We enjoyed running after dragonflies, and catching cicadas, grasshoppers and stag beetles. Nothing was more exciting
than being with those insects in the woods.

However, when I was a second grader, these insects gradually disappeared. First dragonflies were gone, then fireflies,
butterflies, crickets and beetles were gone, too. We were terribly disappointed to lose our forest friends. What happened in the
forest? It was the drainage from a factory up the river that caused the water pollution and consequently made the wildlife
endangered.

Not only in Fujisawa but throughout Japan, insects are disappearing. According to the recent Red Data Book, which is a list of
endangered wildlife species of Japan, out of 30,146 species, 40 are completely extinct or threatened, 166 are rare, and 38 are
endangered. It also warns that the number is increasing year by year.

What are the causes of extinction? The major cause is deforestation. During the past twenty years, about 300 million hectares of
forest have disappeared. Other causes are a decrease in the number of ponds and swamps, and the contamination of rivers.

Ms. Carson, I have received from you a strong message not to be arrogant towards nature. Ithink we human beings should be
aware that this arrogance will eventually cause us to choke ourselves. You reminded me of an experience I had during my school
trip to Canada two years ago. There we had an opportunity to listen to a lecture by Bill Wilson, a chief of the Squamish Nation,
which is an aboriginal group in B.C. What impressed me most about his lecture was that he said his people always owe nature.
He showed us the Squamish Nation's dances praising god's creatures, such as hawks, bears, and ravens. He concluded his talk
with a comment on nature. He said, “Nature is a splendid gift from our gods that we should pass down to the next generation
absolutely unharmed.”

I highly appreciate having met you, Ms Carson, in your “Silent Spring.” You made me decide to be humble and responsible
enough to keep the divine gift forever.

Sincerely yours,
Kunihiko Suzuki
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