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Dear Mr. Henry David Thoreau,

gbboboboooobobbobobobooobooooooboon
goooooboobooooooooobobooboobg oo
gooboooobboobooboooooooobooooooo
gooboooboboobboboobooboobooooobooooom
goooobooboboboobooboboobobobooobooooobn
gboooobboboooooooooooobobbobobo o
gbooooooooobbooobooboboooo
gbobooooooobooooomoooobooboboobbob
gooboooboobbobooobooooooobomoon
goooogooobooboooocbogoboboboobooboboo
gooobooobobobobobomobooooooobong
goooooobooobbooooooooobobbooooon
gooooobbomoobobobobboooooboomooo
goooobooobbopboobobobmboooooboobo
gboobooooboobooobbobbobboobo0onooooDo
gooano
goooooboooooboomooboooooobooon
goobooboooobobboboooboooooooooob oo
gooooooobooobobooboooboobooboooo
goooooobooboobobooobboooooooboooooooo
gboboooboooboboboobobboboboboboon

When | read Walden; or Life in the Woods, | was surprised how insightfully you had predicted as
early as in 1847 the problems humanity is facing today. This is why many people have recently paid
great attention to your ideas. As you pointed out through your penetrating perspective, we humans
are sad creatures who are suffocated by the huge amounts of unnecessary things we have produced

under the name of industrialization, which in fact are mostly based upon human greed.

I now

understand that if we shrug off every bit of greediness, as you practiced in the woods, we won't have
any conflicts or wars on the earth because they are the embodiment of the human greed.

Last summer | took part in the 6 Japan-US Maritime Youth Exchange Program as one of the six
delegates from Japan. With the six American delegates, who were all Navy cadets, we visited many
army and navy bases throughout the two countries for twenty days. During the trip, we had serious
and harsh discussions every evening about whether wars are justified for creating peace or not. My
partner, Scott, had strongly believed that without appealing to arms, peace could never be obtained.

However, when we visited Hiroshima, he became speechless.

He said he had not known the

devastating result of the A-bomb. Only after that moment, did we share the view that we can't build a

castle of peace upon a mountain of corpses.

This experience caused me to join the movement of September Eleventh Families for Peaceful

Tomorrows because | thought it is time for me to do something for peace.

They say, “ We

oooood individually, and as a group, think violent revenge for the 9-11 deaths is not what we want. We fear
Oooooooooooooooooooooan that military retaliation will only serve to escalate violence causing other families to lose their loved
= ogoooa ones.”  Each newsletter | receive is crowned with their motto, * Wars are poor chisels for carving out
I 00000000000 O0OOOoOoooOoOo peaceful tomorrows,” which is a quote from Reverend Martin Luther King Junior.
0o00oooon Now | clearly see that your message from Walden pond was passed down to Martin Luther King
000000000000 O0o0oooon and on to David Potorti, the Chairman of Peaceful 'lfomgrrows. Then the spirit has been passed down
to me. | am strongly convinced that no war can be justified to create peace.

ouoong Mr. Thoreau, thanks ever so much for your inspiring message. Let me keep on following the
000 oo oooooooooo oo g ubooooboooooobooooonn > track you have made for us. Please continue to be the source of inspiration for us all.

ooooono
oooooasn 000000000 D00000O0D000000DN Sincerely,
Hoooobb4aaoooonn 00000000000000000 O http: j S

ttp://www.tsuda.ac.jpd \\\ Yusuke Kawabata
@ gooDoooboooo1e0ooooonssg 000000o0OOn \\ %
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